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SIXPENCE 


Crisis in Northern Rhodesia 


NON-VIOLENT ACTION 


QN Sunday Kenneth Kaunda, leader 

of the United National Independ- 
ence Party, called on the people of 
Northern Rhodesia to be prepared for 
a six month general strike. 


“Go back now,” he told his audience of 
3,000 at Lusaka, ‘“‘ and stockpile your food- 
stuffs.” He also told the rally that on the 
day he called the strike thousands of volun- 
teers from the World Peace Brigade would 
peacefully invade the country from Tan- 
ganyika: 

“These people will not come equipped 
with guns but with Bibles. If arrested 


they will sit down and ask the police to 
take them back where they came from.” 
Kenneth Kaunda announced what should 
be a new phase in both the struggle for 
liberation in Africa and in the non-violent 
movement throughout the world, An inter- 


— OR 
WAR ? 


national force is intervening non-violently 
through a Freedom March designed to 
focus world-wide attention on the struggle 
being conducted internally through the 
general strike. The ideas tentatively formu- 
lated at the World Peace Brigade Confer- 
ence at Beirut last December, and the 


strategy outlined in Peace News a month 
ago, of trying to make breakthrough in the 
“southern stronghold” of European domi- 
nation in Africa have matured into definite 
plans in the face of an immediate political 
crisis in Northern Rhodesia. 


As we go to press the constitution for 
Northern Rhodesia is still being debated. 
The UNIP leaders have two major fears: 
that Africans will not be granted a genuine 
majority in the legislature, but that an 
attempt will be made to leave real power 
in the hands of the white minority and to 
nominate African stooges; and that Barot- 
seland may secede from Northern Rhodesia. 


Barotseland is a protectorate within 
Northern Rhodesia and is ruled by the 
Litunga, a paramount chief, on autocratic 
tribal lines. During his recent visit Duncan 
Sandys visited the Litunga, which led to 
suspicion that there may be an attempt to 
create another Katanga in Barotseland. Not 
only is the Litunga hostile to African 
nationalism and hence sympathetic to 
Welensky, but Barotseland also contains 
rich mineral resources, over which the 
British South Africa Company has exclu- 
sive mineral and commercial rights, granted 
by an agreement made with the chief of the 
Barotse in 1900. 


ANOTHER KATANGA? 


Even if the British Government decides 
to grant a genuine African majority in 
Northern Rhodesia and oppose secession by 
Barotseland, there is good reason to fear 
that the strong financial interests, working 
together with the settlers, will seek to main- 
tain their position by creating another 
Katanga. The British South Africa Com- 
pany is part of the system of mining cor- 
porations with interlocking directorates in 
the mineral industry which dominates 
southern Africa. The financial interests in- 
volved and their activities have been high- 
lighted by exposures of the Katanga Lobby. 


Two of the directors of BSA are also on 
the boards of Tanganyika Concessions 
(closely involved in Katanga) and of De 
Beers. BSA, which supports Welensky and 
his Federal Party, wields great influence in 
Northern Rhodesia. Its royalties in 1958-9, 
for example, amounted to £9,285,000, while 
the total revenue of the Northern Rhode- 
sian Government that year was £16,655,000. 
As a result of an agreement in 1950 BSA 
assigns 20 per cent of its copper royalties, 
about £2,000,000, to the Government. 


The struggle in Northern Rhodesia is 
crucial to the future of the rest of southern 
Africa. If the attempt by the settlers and 
economic interests to contain African 
nationalism in the Federation fails, then the 
way is open to end the domination of 
Salazar and Verwoerd in Angola, Mozam- 
bique, S.W. Africa and South Africa. 


It is also crucial that the struggle which 


The first two volunteers for the World 
Peace Brigade group in Tanganyika, 
Barnaby Martin and John Papworth, 
leaving London Airport. 
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takes place in Northern Rhodesia should be 
a non-violent one. If this is successful it 
could set a pattern for internal non-violent 
revolution backed by international direct 
action for the liberation of southern Africa, 
counteracting the growing tendency to turn 
to violence. This type of non-violent cam- 
paign might be combined with United 
Nations action. If the power of non- 
violence is not demonstrated in Rhodesia 
in the next few months, then not only is 
there likely to be a blood bath in South 
Africa and the Portuguese territories, but 
open war between the Africans and the 
whites could lead to the consolidation of 
the cold war in Africa. 


CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 


This is not only a struggle for justice and 
freedom; it is also a struggle to maintain 
the integrity and neutrality of Africa. It 
could mean the extension of non-violent 
action as a serious political alternative to 
military force, or the final defeat of non- 
violence as a serious idea in power politics. 
Finally, war in Africa, involving Portugal 
and South Africa, could lead to nuclear 
war. 


The Wold Peace Brigade group now in 
Tanganyika is appealing for volunteers from 
all over the world to join the Freedom 
March from Tanganyika to Northern 
Rhodesia. Three volunteers from Britain, 
one from Germany, and one from Norway 
have already arrived. 


But if the Brigade is to keep faith with 
the African leaders who have welcomed its 
help it needs to be able to call on hundreds 
of volunteers from this and other countries. 


SUPPORT THE BRIGADE 


Volunteers for the Freedom March must 
be prepared’ to face violence from the 
Rhodesian ‘“ security forces,” and will alse 
risk jail sentences under the emergency 
regulations, which could mean a Jong delay 
before trial, or no trial at all. They must 
be ready to leave for Tanganyika at a few 
days’ notice. A register of volunteers is 
being compiled in London. 


The Brigade has called for supporting 
action and publicity in Britain particularly, 
and in all other countries through demon- 
strations before British and Central African 
Consulates, Embassies and trade offices; 
demonstrations before British South Africa 
Company offices, and letters and deputa- 
tions to the British Government, MPs, and 
British Ambassadors abroad. 


We urge all Peace News readers to sup- 
port the Brigade in every way they can. 
They may never have another opportunity 
to affect so decisively the course of events 
in Africa. 


An announcement by the Brigade—page 9. 
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MEETINGS 
MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, seat 10—40, very reasonable charges, re- 


freshment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, 5 
Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross, Landon, N.t. 


PROFESSOR D. G. MACRAE on “ The Econo- 
mics of Christian Humanism.’? Sun, March 4 at 
11 a.m., S.P.E.S, Conway Hall, W.C.1. Discussion 
Tues., March 6: ‘ The Ethical Basis of Anarchism.”’ 
Tan Leslie, M.A. 7.30 p.m. 


** QUAKERISM AND RELIGIOUS EXPERI- 


ENCE.”’ Speaker: Isabel Wilson. Friends’ Hse.. 
Euston Rd., N.W.1. Sunday, March 4th, at 6.30 
p.m. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


_ BRENDON HILLS: accommodation 
in farmhouse with own kitchen, or as family. 
Reasonable terms. Mrs, Doris Flatt, Chitcombe, 
Huish Champflower, Taunton. 

COTSWOLD HILLS: Cottage guest house; ex- 
cellent centre; good food; £1 daily, £6 weekly 
(afternoon teas extra). Brochure: Lilla Eaton, Yew 
Trees, Cockleford, Cowley, Cheltenham. 

FRINTON-ON-SEA, ESSEX. Vegetarian. 


in caravan, 


Food 


reform. Open Easter to mid-Oct. Facing south. 
Overlooking greensward and the sea. Lilian and 
Aldo Vezza, Sandy Point, Esplanade. Tel.: 691. 


V.C.A. Member. 


NORTH WALES: Vegetarian and vegan guest 
house near mountains and sea. Beach hut available. 
Lovely woodland garden. Compost-grown fruit and 
vegetables. Brochure from Jeannie and George 
Lake, Plas-y-Coed. Penmaen Park, Lianfairfechan. 


Tel.: 161. V.C.A. Member. 

RURAL NORFOLK: Peaceful seaside village 
Broads district, delightful beach. Reform or con- 
ventional catering. Vegetarian proprietors. H. & C 
bedrooms. Woodbine Guest House, Sea Palling. 
Norwich. (Hickling 236.) 

SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK. Vegetarian 


Guest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Mountains, 
sands and sea bathing. Also furnished rooms, own 
kitchen. Trevor and Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, 
Fairbourne, Merioneth. 


ST. IVES BAY, CORNWALL. Modern four-berth 
caravan, nice site near sea. 217 Western Way, 
Letchworth, Herts. 


SWITZERLAND : Sunny Lugano. Lovely view, 
quiet. Two double rooms, bath, terrace. Bed and 
breakfast from Fres. 8 p.p. inc. heating. 
N. Barlithu, Viganello. 

WORTHING : Mr. and Mrs. E. S. White, whose 
Torquay vegetarian establishment was so popular, 
welcome guests at 29 Harvey Rd., West Worthing. 
Stamp for reply please. 


FOUR BERTH CARAVAN. Quiet private site. 


Wonderful walking country. Evered, Huntscott, 
Wootton Courtenay, Minehead. 

FILMS 
_JUST ARRIVED, 30-minute film of German 
Easter March 1961. Price £1. Concord Films 


Council, 154 Corbyn St., N.4.. ARChway 7200. 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED 


WRITER OCCASIONALLY LONDON, _ needs 
permanent room. Cheap, simple. Box No. 56. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
F.S.U. with 14 Centres in England, has vacancies 
for family caseworkers for further extension of its 
pioneer work, Salaries range from £625 to £850 
per annum. Further information from the Secre- 
tary, Family Service Units, 207 Marylebone Rd., 
London, N.W.1. 


INTERVIEWER /Clerk (female). some typing, 24- 
36, single, to assist proprietor of established Central 
London office staff agency. Good telephone manner 
and neat handwriting essential. Salary from £12. 
Two weeks’ paid holiday this year. Please write in 
confidence giving full details and telephone number 
(if any) to Box No. 58. 


SITUATIONS WANTED 
IRISHMAN, 50, pacifist, irreproachable character. 
Ex-TB patient, desperately needs situation, clerical 
experience, unemployed 10 months. Life very 
difficult. Please help me. Box No. 53. 


MAN, 23 SEEKS PERMANENT EMPLOYMENT 
where thought is required. Anything considered. 
Kent or London areas preferred. Box No. 57. 


PERSONAL 


ATTENTION ABSTAINERS. Motor Insurance 
Company insuring abstainers only offer amazing low 


tates. Up to 50 per cent N.C,B. Details. from 
Temperance Brokers, local representatives in all 
areas. Morris Hunter (PN), 37 Victoria Avenue, 


Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS to further service 
in the Armed Forces who seck information and 
advice as to their position may write to the Secre- 
tary of the Continuing Committee of the Central 
Board for Conscientious Objectors, 5-7 Langley 
Lane, Ifield, Crawley, Sussex. 


DUPLICATING, verbatim, shorthand, _ typing 
(tapes, etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road, London, N.11. ENTerprise 3324. 


HELEN ALLEGRANZA 
for messages sent during trial, 


thanks all sympathisers 
and telegrams and 


flowers received since. Also a big ‘‘ thank you” 
to all vigillers. 
HYPNOSIS. Consultant treats nervous condi- 


tions, disorders, personal habits and problems. G. 


Stocker, MBHA, 14 Belsize Crescent, Hampstead, 
N.W.3. SWIss Cottage 4904 
IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 


number when making your next purchase : L336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 


the Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1. 

JOIN HERTS. AND BEDS. YCND: Contact 
David McLellan, Terminus 8248, or Sec.: Tony 


Lambert, Letchworth 1308. 


MALE TEACHER SEEKS travelling companion 
scooter/walking tour W. Germany August. Ride 
pillion or separate. Share expenses. Box No. 59. 

PERSONAL COLUMN LTD., Falcon House, 
Burnley, Lancs. Pen FPriend—all hobbies. Corre- 
spondents in almost every country. All ages. 
S.A E. for details. 


POSTERS, TICKETS, SHOWCARDS, SLOGANS. 
Handwritten or screen printed. Clarke's, 41 South- 
cote Road, Bournemouth. 

STUDENTS OF THE COSMIC LAWS. meta- 
physics and all who care about the suffering in the 
world are invited to contact the Aetherius Society, 
157 Fulham Road, London, S.W.6. 

URGENT.—Voluntary helpers requtred at Peace 
News office, Wednesday evenings and Thursday 
mornings, for packing and despatch of paper. 3, 
Caledonian Road, King's Cross, London, N.1. 


WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, && 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex 


LITERATURE 


CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism. 6 months 8s. 9d., 12 months 17s. 
Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa. 


FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the namea 
and addresses of friends likely to be interested in 
Peace News. They will receive complimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial sub- 
scription for 2s. 6d. Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King’s Cross, London, N.1. 


“ LIBERTE."' the French pacifist monthly. 165. a 


vear post free from Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Rd., King's Cross, London, Nit. 
TIRRARIFS hoaueht: politics. economics. world 


affairs, RIV. 6807. The Hammersmith Bookshop, 


W.6 


POSITIVE WORK FOR PEACE—reauires nositive 
health: etn yourself and the community by 
demanding Homoeonathic treatment of vour Doctor 
and/or local hosnital : break down medical ignorance 
and vested interests: Jearn the truth about medical 
teaching: write for booklet: ‘‘ Public Good or 
Official Preindice? ''—Committee for Homoeonathy 
(founded 1953), 29 Down Green Tane. Wheathamn- 
stead. nr. St. Albans, Herts. Please enclose 6d. 
for postage. 


THE BIGGEST ROOKSFLIFRS in the world 
cannot sunnly more titles than Housmans Bookshon. 
tha Peace News booksellers. Make a noint of visit- 
ing our shon, oar send vour orders hv nost to 
S Caledonian Rd.. King’s Cross. London, N11. 
(TERminus 8749). 

“THE COMMON TIFF" 2nd ‘‘Snicitual Livine’’ 
a newsletter. and a bulletin edited hv Swami 
Avvaktananda will be sent free to peace tovers and 
nroeressive thinkers and to all interested in nolities. 
and a spiritual wav of life. on_application te: The 
Vedanta Mavement, Reranch Centre, 13) Elsenham 
Street, Southfields Tandan, §.W 18. 


U.S. ARMS INDUSTRY—stricture and influence: 
Cuban Penort: Agriculture and Common Market, 
etc. Labour Research (1s. 24d. p.f.). 161 Dniry 
Lane. London. W.C.2. 


ENTUICATION 


SPFAKING AND WRITING lessone (carcecnand- 
ence, visit) 49 Dorothy Matthews RA. 3 Prim- 
rose Hill Rd.. Tondan. N.W3 PRimrose S5é86 


FOR SALE 


PPRSONAT & COMMERCTAT &TATIONEDY - 
Manilla envelones. 6” x 34”, Ife. 1,000 bor: 9 x 
4") 4% &A SAN hox White envelnnea AP y TEN 
17, 64 1000 box Manv other sizes/stytee avail- 
ahle Plain nastcards 26 3d 100: quarta '* Maken "* 
conv naner. 6s, S00 sheets Harley Rend Writioe 
each. Postage extra. snecial auota- 
nnantities All nrnfte ta Denne 
Write or call Housmars. 5 Caledonian Rd . 
Crass tondan Nt (TFRminue 8248) 


RUSINESS AND FINANCE 


TEETOTAL MOTOR INSURANCE.—'Phone er 
write for quotation, Pay and Co., 45 Bulwer Rd., 
Leytonstone 8081. AJl insurance business transacted. 


WORK CAMPS 


QUAKER WORK CAMPS IN BRITAIN. — July- 
Sept. For 10 days to 3 weeks. Ages: 16 and up- 
wards. Anyone is welcome who wants to share the 
fellowship and group life of people working together 
on a constructive project. Friends’ Work Camps 
C'tee, Friends’ Hse., Euston Rd., London, N.W.1 


News. 


Kine's 
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Send entries to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event. speakers, organisers (and secretary's address). 


Friday, March 2 

ALTON, Hants.: 6 and 8 p.m, Friends’ Mtg. Hse., 
38 Church St. Film Show : ‘‘ Science for Life,’’ etc., 
followed by open discussion. SoF. 

LONDON, W.2.: 8 p.m. Beauchamp Lodge, 2 
Warwick Cres., Harrow Rd. (Tube : Warwick Ave.) 
Rev. Clifford Hill: ‘‘ Black and White Harmony ** 
{racial problems in Notting Hill). IVS. 


YORK: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse. 
Hart, MP. YCND. 


Judith 


Saturday, March 3, to Sunday, March 4 
LIVERPOOL: N.W. C'tee of 100 Conference. 
Sat. 2 to 10 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., Hunter St. 
Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Walker Art Gallery. Wm. 
Brown St. April Carter, Gene Sharp. 5s. Flat 5, 
140 Upper P'ment St., L'pool,. 8. 


MACCLESFIELD : Quaker Vigil for Peace for 
24 hours. 3 p.m. March 3 to 3 p.m. March 4. 
Town Hall. Information: Macclesfield 4846. 31 
Victoria Rd. SoF. 


Saturday, March 3 

ALTON, Hants.: 3 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., 
38 Church St. Film Show: ‘* Science for Life,’ 
etc., followed by open discussion. SoF. 

CHISWICK : Poster Parade. 2.15 p.m. Turnham 
Green. All supporters welcome. YCND. 

ORPINGTON : 9.30 am. White Hart, High St. 
Poster Parade, leafleting, open air meetings. CND. 


PENZANCE: 2.30 p.m. Poster Parade. CND. 


STAINES 2.30 p.m. High St. Mass leafleting and 
recruiting. Open air speaker. YCND. 


WELLINGBOROUGH: 3.30 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. 
Hse., St. John's St. South Midlands Area Mtg. 
Trefor Davies: ‘‘ The Pacifist Movement and the 
Future."’ PPU. 

YORK: 2.30—4.30 p.m. King's 
meeting. YCND. 

Sunday, March 4 


GRANGE-OVER-SANDS : 3 p.m. 


Sq. Open-air 


Friends’ Mtg. 


Hse., Cartmel. Barnaby Martin: ‘‘ London to 
Moscow.'’ Grange Peace Group. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 3.30 nm. Friends’ Inter- 
national Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. Discussion : ‘‘ The 


Approach to Christianity.’"’ Tea. Movement for 


Pacifist Church. 
ORPINGTON: 9.30 am. White Hart, High St. 
Poster Parade, leafleting, open air meetings. CND. 
YORK: 2.30 p.m. March from Minster to Man- 
sion House. Silent vigil: 3-4 p.m. YCND. 
Tuesday, March 6 
JORDANS, BEACONSFIELD : 8.15 p.m. Jordans 


Mtg. Hse. Canon Collins : ‘* Nuclear Disarmament."' 
Cairman: Prof. John MacMurray. CND., 


ORPINGTON: 8 p.m. Civic Hall, Crofton Rd., 
(next to station). James Cameron, Diana Collins, 
Canon Stanley Evans, Rev. Francis Noble (Chair- 
man): ‘' Survival is the Best Policy.’ CND. 


RICHMOND: 8 p.m. Vernon Hall, Vernon Rd.. 
East Sheen. AGM. Speaker: Myrtle Solomon. 
PPU. 

Wednesday, March 7 


BIRMINGHAM: Women’s Day for Peace. 
11 a.m. Leafleting. {2 noon to 2 p.m. Prayers for 


Peace. 7.30 p.m, Entertainment and speakers. All 
at Friends’ Mtg. Hse., Bult St. Information : 
Willington, 13 Wendover Rd., 23. ERD 0713. 
CARDIFF : 7.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Women’s Peace 
Vigil, Castle Corner, Kingsway. 11 a.m. Poster 
Parade from GEC _ Building. 7.30 p.m. Public 
Meeting. Bowchier Halli, Newport Rd. CND. 


EDINBURGH : All day leafleting from kiosks in 
Princes St. 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Scottish 
Tourist Board Hall, meeting, discussion and coffee. 
7.30 p.m. Central Halt. Tollcross. Public Meeting. 
Women's Day for Peace. CND. 

GRANGE-OVER-SANDS: 10 am. to 3 pm. 
Congregational Church. *‘ Women's Day for Peace.” 

LONDON: Women's Day _ for Peace. Central 
H.Q. for leafleting: St. Martin in the Fields 
Vestry, St. Martin's Place, 9.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
Procession assembles 12 non Portland Place. 
Torchlit March assembles 7.30 p.m. Soho Sq. CND. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE : 7.30 p.m. Friends’ 
Mtg. Hse., 78 Jesmond Rd., CND and Committee 


of 100 speakers. Debate: “Is Civil Disobedience 
Justified ?""  CND 

PENZANCE: 7.30 p.m. Methodist Hall, Parade 
St. Dora Russell: °° Women's Day for Peace.”” 
CND. 

WORTHING : Morning. Two minutes’ silence, 


War Memorial. 11 a.m. Women’s Petition for 
Peace to be presented to Mayor. All loca) women 


invited. 
Thursday. March 8 A 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends' Mtg. Hse., 
Bush Rd., Leytonstone (nr. Green Man). Fred 
Spicer: ‘‘ The Cold War.’ PPU. 


Friday, March 9 


HORNCHURCH: 8 p.m. Holy Cross Church 
Hall (near Roneo Corner). Gerald Gardiner, Q.C. : 
‘* Abolition of Capital Punishment.** Way-to-Peace 
Group. 

LONDON, W.C.1.: 12.30 p.m. Friends Inter- 
national Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. Peter Benenson : 


‘* Amnesty.’’ Buffet Lunch. SoF. 
Saturday, March 10 
COVENTRY: 3 p.m. Friends Mig. Hse, Hill 
ere Morrison : ‘* Pacifism in the New Era. 
GRANGE-OVER-SANDS : 3 p.m. Parish Hall. 
Sneaker: Rev, W. C. O'Connor. Grange Peace 
Group. 
Sunday, March 11 
EWELL; 3 p.m. 94 Park Ave. East AGM 


Surrey Area PPU. ? 

LONDON: 3 p.m. Trafalgar Sq. Rally Against 
All Tests. Canon L. John Collins, Bob Willis, Pat 
Arrowsmith, Dr. Donald Soper, Stuart Hall. Sydney 
Silverman, MP. Chairman: Laurie Kershaw. CND. 

LONDON, N.1: 3.30 p.m. Peace News. 5 Cale- 
donian Rd., King’s X. H. G. Ede: Robert 
Schumann.’"" Music and slides. Universal Rehgion- 
Pacifist Fellowship. 


Tuesday, March 13 
BELFAST, 15: 8 p.m. Friends’ Inst., Frederick 


St. Richard K, Ullmann (FPC): *' Meeting Chris- 
tians in Eastern Europe.’’ FoR. 

EDINBURGH: 7.30 p.m. 52 Queen St. Film 
Show : ‘‘ The Language of Faces,."" ~* The Japanese 
Fishermen,”’ ‘‘ It's a Grand Life."" AGM CND. 
4 SOUTHAMPTON: 7.30 p.m. 8 Dale Rd. Miss 
S. B. Landon: *‘ Citizens’ Advice Bureau."’ FoR. 

Wednesday, March 14 

GLOUCESTER : 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hae, 
Southgate St. Public Meeting. Peter Lumsden : 
“San Francisco-Moscow March.’" CND PPU. 


Friday, March 16 


BIRMINGHAM : 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd., Kings 
Heath. Meeting to discuss PPU AGM Proposals. 
Kings Heath and Cotteridge PPU. 
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kvery week! 


SATURDAYS 


BIRMINGHAM: Central ‘Library, 


: 2.30-5 pm 
Peace News selling. 


Volunteers please ‘phone HAR 


2362, 
CROYDON : Trinity School of Sir John Whitgift, 
High St. — manning a bookstall, leafletting, 16 


a.m. —5.45 p.m. YCND. 
LUNDON, W.1il: Golborne Kd, off Purtobebu 


Market, north cnd. Peace Bookstall in Market 
10 am.-5 pun. Helpers for two-luur shifts ac 
uceded. Apply to ule Secretary, HAY uso, 

Urgauser, FLA 7906. Porchester PPU. te 


SUNDAYS 


NOTTINGHAM: 7-9 p.m. Slab Sq. O Mi 
Then in ‘Flying Horse’ Hotel till 10m es cate 
and leafleters welcome each week. CND. 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: Toynbee Hall, Commercial St., E.1 
Week-end work camps take place whenever possible 
‘Phone BIS 9112. Work for needy section of the 
community. IVS. 


THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.il: & pin. Friends Mt Rete 
Rd. (ncar Green Man), E.10 and E.11 ie PPU. 
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COMMITTEE OF 100 


£5,000 appeal 
£1841 received to date 


Send your contribution to 


The Treasurer, Corumittee ef 106 
13 Goodwin Street, Lendon, N.4 
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General elections in India 


India’s third general election is over. 
Unlike many other Asian countries, 
India has maintained at least the form 
of democracy. Whether there is any 
future for Parliamentary government 
in India may depend on whether solu- 
tions can be found to the social and 
economic problems which the Con- 
gress Government has during its 14 
years in power so far failed even to 
tackle, let alone solve. 


The political parties and some of the 
chief issues involved in the Indian 
elections are discussed below by an 
Indian correspondent in an article 
written during the elections. 


J NDIAN elections are organised by 

~ an Election Commission having 
enormous powers by which it can 
arbitrarily grant recognition to any 
new political party or withhold it. The 
Commission, of course, has no easy 
job organizing national and _ state 
elections with a huge electorate, most 
of whom are illiterate and many of 
whom live in almost inaccessible areas. 
To the credit of the Commission, it 
has, in the current election, tried to 
reduce the complexity of the entire 
process by such measures as simplify- 
ing the voting procedure, reducing the 
number of polling days, and announc- 
ing the results the same day. 

Six parties are fighting the national 
elections. The Congress Party are contesting 
nearly all the 494 seats, and are opposed by 
(in order of number of candidates put up) 
the Jan Sangh, Swatranta, Praja Socialist, 
Communist and Socialist parties. None of 
the five opposition parties is contesting more 
than half the seats in the Lok Sabha, the 
national Parliament. The largest, the Jan 
Sangh, is fighting less than 200. 


In the state clections the picture is much 
the same. There is no real challenge to the 
Congress Party's bid to retain power, ex- 
cept in West Bengal where an_ alliance 
between the Communists and other Left- 
wing parties may possibly form the Govern- 
ment, 


Independent candidates abound. There 
are 413 of them contesting the 494 national 
seats. Most of them are former Congress 
Party men who have been denied official 
party recognition as a result of internal 
party quarrels. Very rarely do they stray 
far from the oflicia] party line, Most of the 
other independents are politically un- 
attached, and are fighting the election on 
local prestige and power, based on caste 
or economic position. 

There are few special independent candi- 
dates. One is Acharya Kripalani who is 
opposing Krishna Menon, the Defence 
Minister. He is supported by all the non- 
Congress parties except the Communists, 
who support Mr. Menon. In the same city, 
Bombay, the Communists are opposing the 
Congress Party with a peculiar left-right 
alliance. These non-ideological alliances 
are not new in India. Almost all! the politi- 
cal parties, from the Congress to the Com- 
munists (but not the Socialists), have been 
guilty of similar opportunist practices. 

Most Indians do not vote at all. In 1957 
the poll was 47.57 per cent. The percentage 
may well be lower this year. The main 
reasons for this are the lack of a real 
alternative to the Congress Party and the 
fact that all the major parties are similarly 
biassed as far as caste, Janguage, etc. are 
concerned. An exception again is the 
Socialist Party, which, however, is unable to 
wage its fight for the little man for lack of 
leadership, of organisation among the 
workers, and of money. 


The main Congress platform is its past 
achievement and the fact that it is the only 
party in India which can take on the 
tremendous responsibility of governing the 
country. The past achievement consists of 
winning independence and the progress the 
country has made since. Of course the 
Congress Party says nothing about how 
India’s rate of progress compares with that 
of European countries or even of other 
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Asian countries such as China. The party, 
or at least Mr. Nehru, also likes to point 
to co-operative farming. The Congress 
party adopted the resolution for this three 
years ago, but it has not yet seen the light 
of day. The whole idea is a vague one. 
In the election campaign the Congress and 
Swatranta parties have been doing a lot of 
shadow boxing over this issue, but the 
adoption of co-operative farming would not 
make the Congress more socialist than it is 
now, as the party has an infinite capacity to 
talk left and act right. 


The last plank in the Congress platform 
is the liberation of Goa. Their timing here 
was almost too good. Goa could have been, 
and should have been, liberated several 
years ago. Or liberation could have been 
left until after the elections. No-one should 
make the mistake of thinking that the land 
of Mahatma Gandhi had not known 
violence before Indian troops moved into 
Goa. India has lived under the Congress 
Raj, which has probably governed more 
violently than the British Raj. The dis- 
honesty in the Government’s move on Goa 
lay not in its use of force, but in its timing. 
The Goa action was used simply as a vote 
catching device, cither to whip up a false 
spirit of militant nationalism or to prop up 
the declining prestige of the Prime Minister, 
the Congress Party or its Defence Minister. 
It was the timing of the Goa action more 
than anything else which made Dr. Ram- 
manohar Lohia, the Socialist leader, fifht 
Mr. Nehru is his own constituency of 
Phulpar, Allahabad. 


The Government has also done a great 
deal of fist-shaking at China for their an- 
nexation of Indian territory in the North. 
Until recently Mr. Menon and the Prime 
Minister called this a minor incident, a 
difference of opinion between China and 
India. Now, on the eve of the election, the 
Government have started to threaten China. 


brought in partly in an attempt to combat 
the growing influence of the Jan Sangh, the 
Right-wing Hindu party, partly to get the 
Muslim vote by posing as their champion. 
In its 14 years in power the Congress 
Government has succeeded only in cutting 
off Hindu from Muslim, putting the Mus- 
lims in constant fear and getting their vote 
by reassuring them. Although the Congress 
has condemned all communal parties and 
organisations, it won an election in Kerala 
in December 1959, through an alliance with 
the Muslim League, a blatantly communal 
group which, before Independence, worked 
for the division of the country. 


The Jan Sangh is a fairly dynamic, but 
narrowly nationalistic party. It is a revival- 
ist, militant Hindu organisation promising 
administrative and other reforms and the 
protection of property rights. 


The Swatranta Party was recently set up 
under the leadership of former Congress 
Party men who were frightened by such 
Measures as co-operative farming or by 
any form of planning. It is the party of 
unbridled free enterprise. The party shares 
with the Congress the support of the 
country’s big business and feudal leaders. 
A number of former maharajahs, rajahs 
and landlords are openly fighting on the 
tickets of these two parties and a number 
of capitalists are said to be financing or 
working for them. The Swatranta is the 
party of narrow, thrifty, conservative capit- 
alism, while the Congress is the party of 
capitalist waste. 


The Praja Socialists are rank opportunists. 
More devious than even the Communists 
in explaining away their tortuous policies 
and actions, they should, because of their 
lack of a proper programme and ideology, 
be heavily defeated at the polls. 


The Communists, in spite of their 
superior organisation and discipline, suffer 
from their international connections. As a 
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Indo-Chinese border dispute. Trapped in 
this dilemma, they have called China’s 
action wrong, but have been reluctant to 
call it aggression. They have their pockets 
of strength, such as Kerala and Andhra, 
but only in West Bengal have they presented 
a real challenge to the Congress Party. 

Finally, the Socialist Party is the only 
party trying to free itself from the high 
caste, English-educated bourgeois bias. It 
is the only party to take up the cause of the 
little man, and in no other country in the 
world is the difference between the little 
man and the big man as great as it is in 
India. It demands the immediate abolition 
of English as an official language, believing 
that democracy cannot live through the 
medium of a foreign tongue and that India 
cannot train its essential technical personnel 
in a foreign language. It advocates the 
reservation of 60 per cent of Government 
jobs for the backward classes and castes, 
for such minorities as the Muslims and 
Christians, and for women—the most op- 
pressed section of the people. 

The Socialists maintain that for some 
time to come this section of the people 
must be given preferential treatment so that 
they can compete with those who have 
enjoyed a privileged place in society for the 
past 1,500 years. 

Only the Socialists demand price parity 
between the cost of production and con- 
sumption, between agricultural and indus- 
trial goods, and the abolition of all taxes 
on non-profit agricultural holdings. 

That the Congress Party will be returned 
to power is certain. But its vote is likely 
to be reduced in spite of its big organisation, 
its strong leadership, and Mr. Nehru’s 
personal appeal. The Praja Socialists will 
probably decline in importance. 

If the Socialists have any success, the 
Left and Right Wing forces in the country 
will become polarised. The Socialist leaders 
have promised that if they are elected, a 
single party might become possible, “ with 
the single-minded aim of a new socialism 
that is as revolutionary as it is non-violent, 
as steeped in world-view as in nationalism.” 
But their chances of success are slight, and 


Communalism has also played a part in result they are unable to take a definite for some time to come, the possibility of 
the Congress campaign, This has been stand on certain national issues such as the such a party will remain a dream. 
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Mainly about ourselves 


MICHAEL RANDLE worked through a good deal of his 
last Sunday night in freedom writing up and editing the 
report of the Old Bailey Trial which we published last 
week. 


Once again Peace News is a staff member short because 
of imprisonment. We are encouraged both by Michael 
Randle’s courageous stand, however, and also by the fact 
that Michael Freeman has resigned his post in the office 
of The Times to join us as a replacement for the other 
Michael. 


He will bring to us not only his journalistic experience 
and other qualifications (Law degrees and modern 
Languages Tripos from Cambridge and a law degree from 
Stanford, USA) but also the enthusiasm for our movement 
resulting from his work in California with the “ Acts for 
Peace”? group and contact with the American Friends 
Service Committee (Quakers) and others on the West 
Coast. 


Christopher Farley has left us to take up duties with 
the Committee of 100; his place as sub-editor has been 
filled by Rod Prince who has just completed work on a 
study of old people’s housing for the social research 
division of the London School of Economics. He worked 
closely with our film critic, Alan Lovell, when they were 
together at Magdalen in producing Universities and Left 
Review, and was its first business manager. 


The editorial team is completed by April Carter, our 
literary and features editor, who joined us six months ago 
while completing the organisation of the European leg 
of the San Francisco to Moscow March. She is perhaps 
better known to our older readers as secretary during its 
meteoric three years of the Direct Action Committee 
Against Nuclear War. She had turned down a place at 
Oxford to read Classics, and had 18 months’ experience 
as an executive officer in the Foreign Office. 


! am writing a rather more intimate note about the 
paper this week because | would like readers to know 
something about the people who (along with our con- 


tributors) play a part in producing Peace News each week. 


Our circulation is increasing steadily week by week as 
you introduce the paper to others. Our subscription 
department is having to work over-time and the parcels 
to wholesalers grow bigger -every week. 


We want the paper to be an open forum to all who are 
engaged in the great struggle for survival, human dignity 
and freedom, for a new politics based on non-violence 
and the brotherhood of man. Words which may come 
glibly from the mouths of some of the world’s leaders 
but which we hope will long remain seriously meaningful 
to the people who support this paper. 


At their last meeting the Directors felt that the staff 
should no longer continue to work for a basic “‘ take 
home’? salary of around 
£7 10s. a week and put it 
up a £1 (additional al- 
lowances are paid for wives 
and children). They re- 
corded their “‘ appreciation 
to the staff for the sacrifices 
they so generously accept 
in continuing to work for 


the paper.” 


Total since Feb. 1: 


£418 


Contributions this week : 
£175 Os, 2d. 


We need £5,000 by Feb., 1963 
Please make cheques, etc., pay- We all know, however, 
able to Lady Clare Annesley, that these sacrifices are 
A tacldde Peace News, 5 Cale- matched by those of our 

onian Road, London, N.1. : F 

friends who send donations 

to the Peace News Fund. We require £100 a week to 
maintain all the many services which Peace News provides 
to the international movement. 


We hope that by next month our circulation will have 
doubled what is was nine months ago. Our target is a 
circulation of 15,000 by June and 25,000 by the end of 
the year. With our sales up at this level we may be able 
to ease our demands for financial support, but until then, 
please remember the Peace News Fund. 

THE EDITOR 
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BREAKTHROUGH 


N the same day that members of 

the Committee of 100 were being 
sentenced to 18 months in prison at 
the end of the Old Bailey Official 
Secrets trial, Mr. Harold Watkinson 
issued the Defence White Paper for 
1962, which will be debated in Parlia- 
ment soon. 


The Defence White Paper says at 
the beginning that it ‘discusses the 
problem of war in the nuclear age.” It 
makes certain concessions to this 
claim: at one point the Paper says 
that “an armed clash involving the 
vital interests of either side is likely to 
lead to the virtual destruction of both ” 
and that “this truth must increasingly 
condition the attitude of powers to the 
use of force as an instrument of policy, 
for Governments can no longer choose 
to have either a full-scale conventional 
war or a limited war without risking 
the use of nuclear weapons.” 


But throughout the Paper assumes with- 
out any argument the need for a British 
contribution to the Western deterrent: “ We 
support NATO and SEATO with land, sea 
and air forces, and CENTO with our air 
striking force.” Apart from these “ regional 
alliances” the White Paper also says we 
have to “maintain a military presence .. . 
-in some areas where we have responsibili- 
ties,” such as Aden, where Britain has to 
maintain stability in the Persian Gulf so 
“vital to the Western world.” The air of 
gun-boat diplomacy which lingers round 
discussion of “ garrisons” maintained in 
Gibraltar seems to extend to discussion of 
the Cold War Alliances and overseas bases. 
It is hard to believe that the political and 
military thinking which frames these bland 
official documents has really made the jump 
from the gun-boat era to that of ICBMs. 


* 


At the end the Paper passes to Civil De- 
fence and claims Government plans for 
Civil Defence ‘‘ are an integral part of our 
defence preparations,” and suggests a 
scheme to be worked out together with 
local authorities for “dispersing mothers 
and children and other people in priority 
classes from major centres of population.” 
The fact that Government spokesmen have 
frequently admitted that there is no means 
of defending the people of this country in 
the event of a nuclear attack of course 
makes no difference to Civil Defence being 
“integral” to our defence. Nor should we 
be surprised that the Government thinks 
“the highest priority should be given to a 
Treaty banning further nuclear weapon 
tests” at the time Christmas Island has 
been given to the Americans to resume 
atmospheric testing and the British Govern- 
ment is planning its own explosions in the 
Nevada desert. 


The basic beliefs underlying the Govern- 
ment’s defence policy are set out clearly at 
the beginning of the White Paper: they aim 
to “ maintain the security of this country,” 
to “carry out our obligations for the pro- 
tection of British territories overseas and 
those to whom we owe a special duty by 
treaty or otherwise;” and “to make our 
contribution to the defence of the free 
world.” The next paragraph says categoric- 
ally: “We can expect no change in the 
relentless pressure of every kind from the 
Communist powers in pursuit of their long- 
term aim of bringing all mankind within 
their system.” 

The Government is not basically con- 
cerned to create peace or to create freedom. 
Our side is automatically the right side, the 
“free world,” the democratic West. Mili- 
tary defence is automatically right and 
necessary to maintain our safety and our 
“ way of life.” The real meaning of nuclear 
war, the real meaning of freedom, a real 
desire for peace do not penetrate this world 
of traditionally conditioned responses. The 
Committee of 100 and all it stands for are 
totally foreign to this world of authority. 
“He is an officer of the Crown” said the 
Judge when Pat Pottle asked if Air Com- 
modore Magill would ever disobey an order. 
“Yes, I would,” said Air Commodore 


Magill (an officer and a gentleman) when 
asked if he would press the button. 


Our problem is to break through a tradi- 
tional, instinctive, almost reflex response 
which extends from Mr. Macmillan to a 
great many men in industry and suburban 
housewives, a need to meet force with force 
—‘if they have it, we must have it.” There 
are different ways of breaking through this 
barrier of stereotyped ideas and responses. 
There seems at the moment to be a break- 
through among many mothers, brought up 
against the appalling dangers to their child- 
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ren of radio activity and nuclear war. Here 
another basic but creative instinct combats 
the stereotypes about military defence. 

There has been a breakthrough among 
the more open-minded military strategists, 
whose military training and_ intelligence 
rebels against the present policy. It is 
interesting that two of the most noted 
strategists in Britain and America, Captain 
Liddell Hart and Herman Kahn, were will- 
ing to make statements (published in Peace 
News last week) in connection with the Old 
Bailey trial which, while not supporting 
either unilateralism or civil disobedience, 
recognised fully the dangers of the present 
Government policies. 

A breakthrough was made with the pub- 
lication of the Mershon Report on Acci- 
dental War in the United States two years 
ago, a report compiled by the Mershon 
National Security Programme at Ohio State 
University, and just reprinted and made 
available in this country. To read this 
report alongside the Defence White Paper 
is to return to reality from Alice in Won- 
derland. The Mershon Report reallv “ dis- 
cusses the problems of war in the nuclear 
age”; it looks at the role of accidents in 
starting war in the past; the danger of tech- 
nological error and of human aberration 
starting a nuclear war; the spread of limited 
war and the possibility of diplomatic and 
military miscalculations in political crises 
(Korea, Indo-China, Suez and Hungary, 
Jordan, Formosa, West Berlin) leading to 


war. Finally it discusses in what conditions 
the accidents which could lead to war would 
actually do so, and concludes that the state 
of tension or readiness for war which exists 
when the accident happens is crucial. In a 
situation of high tension and psychological 
readiness for war accidents have in the past 
actually started war and are likely to do so 
in the 1960s. 

The conclusion of the Mershon Report is 
of extreme importance for us. The report 
says that “ public opinion may stimulate a 
government to action, but it may also effect- 
ively preclude certain actions if the likely 
consequences of those actions are too seri- 
ous.” If this is true it means that the 
Radical Right and a McCarthyite trend in 
public opinion is increasing the danger of 
war; but it also means that the American 
Committee for Non-violent Action, the 
women’s movements, CND and the Com- 
mittee of 100 are acting as a brake on war, 
that even whilst we are powerless now to 
dismantle the military structure which 
threatens to annihilate us, we may have the 
power to act as a counterweight to the drift 
to war and to create more time in which to 
finally ban nuclear weapons. 


* 


If we look objectively at the international 
situation, the political and military dangers 
threatening us, and the blindness of many 
of our political and military leaders it is 
easy to despair. But if we look only at the 
overall situation as it is now, then we are 
making the same mistake as the thousands 
who react to the threat of nuclear war with 
apathy and a cynical “ realism ”—because 
there is an unknown factor in the situation. 
That factor is ourselves, and with enough 
vision and determination this factor could 
transform the present situation. Five years 
ago it would have seemed incredible that 
there should be a mass movement against 
nuclear war. Today we are approaching 
the fifth Aldermaston March; marches will 
be taking place in almost every West Euro- 
pean country and in Canada as well. On 
March 7 thousands of women in this 
country, the United States and Canada are 
expected to turn out and demonstrate. 
Thousands have taken part in civil dis- 
obedience. We have no means of gauging 
what response a really dynamic movement 
in West Europe might evoke in East Europe 
which has in the past 15 years seen several 


THE MERSHON REPORT ON 
ACCIDENTAL WAR: Some Dangers 
in the 1960s, with an introduction by 
Bertrand Russell (published jointly by 
the Campaign in Oxford University 
for Nuclear Disarmament and Hous- 
mans, Is.). 

Also just out is a pamphlet on 
DIRECT ACTION by April Carter 


(Peace News, Is. 6d.) outlining the 


various methods of non-violent 
action, how it works, where it has 
been used, and its relevance as a 
political method for opposing war 
and tyranny. 

Both available from Housmans 
Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Rd., King’s 
Cross, N.1. 


popular and courageous uprisings against 
oppression. 


This movement needs a clear policy and 
a positive political method. Generalised 
opposition to nuclear weapons is a good 
starting point, but ultimate effectiveness 
depends on coherent demands for uncon- 
ditional action by governments and the 
creation of a world movement with the 
same aims. This movement must also be able 
to use the same methods. Conventional 
methods of ‘‘ democratic ” protest have very 
important limitations in this country; in 
many countries they are impossible or use- 
less. The only radical, effective and con- 
sistent form of protest which is available to 
everyone in every country is non-violent 
action. When enough people undertake 
civil disobedience, or go on strike, or refuse 
to co-operate with the government they 
have the power to banish racial segregation, 
to get just wages, to overthrow a govern- 
ment—or to give up nuclear weapons. This 
is the only power which will effectively stop 
the Defence Budget rising each year, stop 
nuclear tests poisoning the atmosphere, stop 
recurrent crises over Berlin and Laos and 
Formosa, and prevent the ultimate accident 
which would precipitate nuclear war, 


TAILPIECE 


Andorra, in the Pyrenees, has allocated 
£1 15s, to its defence budget, The purpose 
of this sum is to buy blank ammunition for 
occasional ceremonial salutes. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Questions and answers 
WILL the full approval of the 


Cypriot Government be asked for 
the establishment of nuclear bases in 
Cyprus ? The Minister of Defence re- 
plied: “For some years we have 
based in Cyprus, in support of 
CENTO, bomber aircraft which are 
capable of delivering nuclear weapons. 
The aircraft are deployed in one of the 
Sovereign Base Areas and no question 
of seeking approval arises.” 

What consultations took place with 
Commonwealth Governments before per- 
mission was given to the US Government 
to test nuclear weapons on Christmas 
Island? The Secretary of State for Com- 
monwealth Relations explained that the 
Government had “ naturally been in touch ” 
but that “discussions of this kind between 
Commonwealth Governments are confiden- 
tial and I cannot give any details.” 

For what specific purpose are British 
nuclear tests in Nevada.being conducted ? 
The Prime Minister: *. . . To test a British 
development which, if successful, will 
establish a significant advance in our 
weapon technology. . . . I am sure that 
the House of Commons would not expect 
me to add any details.” 

Would it not be a good thing if we 
changed the name of the island? Replied 
the Prime Minister: “It was because that 
thought, curiously enough, was in my mind, 
and because of the deep feeling which we 
all have, that President Kennedy and I 
decided to make another effort to see 
whether what we call this sterile competi- 
tion could be brought to an end.” 


The Colonial Power knows best 


URING a recent House of Commons 


~~ debate on income tax in Malta, initiated 
before the island’s election by the Economic 


Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. Anthony 
Barber), the Government spokesman ad- 
mitted that he did not know what was the 
constitutional party or authority in Malta 
with which he had been trying to reach 
agreement for about ten years. 


Mr. Tom Driberg reminded him that 
Malta had been under direct colonial rule 
for years and there had been no party in 
power. 


Vagabonds and sitters 


TN 1958 5,831 orders were made requiring 
people to enter into recognisances or be 

imprisoned by default. They were made 

under the Justices of the Peace Act, 1361. 


Sydney Silverman, MP, tried to bring in 
a Bill to repeal this Act and all other in- 
struments of preventive justice, but the 
Commons would not allow him to do so. 
The voting—on February 20—was 73 votes 
to 240. The voting was along party lines, 
with the Right of the Labour Party con- 
spicuous by its absence. - 


The Act was brought in 600 years ago to 
deal with rioters and vagabonds. A person 
can be sent to prison without having com- 
mitted any offence—as was Tom Mann in 
the days of the Hunger Marches and 
George Lansbury in the campaign for votes 
for women. Mr. Silverman spent most of 
his time—the whole debate was given only 
27 minutes—drawing attention to use of the 


Act against Committee of 100 demon- 
strators. 
Bomber Lansbury 


The Home Secretary sent only the Joint 
Under-Secretary of State for the Home 
Office to reply. Mr. Ronald Bell said that 
the Act was applied only to an unbalanced 
minority. George Lansbury, he claimed, 
was asked to give sureties of good beha- 
viour “because he was encouraging and 


inciting the Women’s Suffrage Committee to 
a campaign of militancy which included 
putting bombs in pillar boxes. . .” 

Mr. Bell said of the Committee of 100 
that some of those who organise actions 
may not take part in the operation them- 
selves. They should not be allowed to 
organise the breakdown of law and order 
from behind the scenes. ‘“ All sober and 
responsible people know that civil disobedi- 
ence as a political manceuvre is fatal to 
free institutions.” If Mr. Silverman was 
allowed to bring in a Bill at this time it 
“could not fail to be construed as abject 
surrender to the open challenge of civil 
disobedience.” 

In January, 1960, Leslie Hale, MP, tried 
to bring in a Bill to repeal the 1361 Acct, 
but did not challenge the right of the courts 
to assume power under the common law ta 
bind over people. 


When tear gas is legitimate 


TPHE Lord Privy Seal, Mr. Edward Heath, 
has refused to prohibit the export of 
tear gas from Britain to South Africa. 
When Mrs, Barbara Castle told him in 
the Commons that Britain is the major sup- 
plier of tear gas for South Africa—which 
does not manufacture any of its own sup- 
plies—he replied: “I am not aware that 
this is an illegitimate means of dealing with 
civil disturbance.” He added that he would 
“consider” the reported proposal that 
Imperial Chemical Industries should build 
a factory in South Africa for making tear 
gas. 


Testing time... 
No atmospheric tests will be carried out 


before March 14, the Prime Minister told 
the Commons on February 13. 


... and place 
The British and US Governments agreed 
that only Christmas Island would be suit- 


able for a new series of tests, the Lord 
Privy Scal stated on February 21. 
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FRANCO PERNA REPORTS 
Italy on the move 


URING these last few weeks events 

in Italy have moved too fast to be 
described in detail here. However, the 
recent political crisis (the shortest one 
since the war!) with Fanfani’s resig- 
nation has ended with the formation 
of a new Centre-Left Government 
under Fanfani’s leadership. On Feb- 
ruary 18 the Italian press reported that 
the Nenni Socialists are likely to 
accept the new government’s [1-point 
programme, though further discussion 
is needed, especially on points one and 
two, i.e., the continuation of the anti- 
Communist position and of the exist- 
ing politics with regard to NATO and 
Europe. 


The March for Peace at Camucia-Cor- 
tona, already announced for March 18, is 
receiving increasing support, especially from 
the 100 or more town councils in the area. 
It is planned to make this a serious, non- 
violent demonstration, without party poli- 
tical banners or slogans, in order to avoid 
any trouble between rival political groups 
or the criticism being made of the march 
that it is a party political demonstration. 
The main aim is to demonstrate solidarity 
over the problems facing the Italian people 
and all people, regardless of ideological, 
social or religious differences, and to 
awaken people to act against preparations 
for another war which could lead only to 
the destruction of the human race, Other 
marches are being planned for late spring 
and the summer, 


* 


During the last two months about ten 
different meetings have been called by 
prominent. personalities, such as writers, 
well-known educators and Members of 
Parliament in several cities of Italy to dis- 
cuss the possibility of providing legal re- 
cognition of conscientious objectors. One 
of these meetings was held as a round 
table conference at the Italian Broadcasting 
headquarters and was broadcast as a debate 
on conscientious objection, but on the 
“Third Programme,” which, unfortunately, 
only a few people listen to. Many of these 
leading people have also agreed to sponsor 
a specific campaign on this matter among 
the intellectuals, and it is hoped to achieve 
permission for some sort of alternative 
service by the end of this year. Meanwhile, 
three more young men have recently gone 
to prison for refusing to obey military 
orders. 

In addition to the film Non Uccidere 
(Thou Shalt Not Kill) several other films 
and publications have recently been banned. 
Two of them, Allarmi siamo Fascisti (Be- 
ware, we are Fascists) and Benito Musso- 
lini, give a true picture of what Italy was 
like during the Fascist régime. While the 
Catholic press has spoken severely against 
showing the films (especially the papers 
L’Osservatore Romano and Civilta Catto- 
lica), the independent and left-wing press 
has aroused considerable public opinion in 
favour of them. The films are frequently 
being shown, however, in secret, just as in 


HAVE YOU BEEN 
TO THE 
‘PEACE’ YET? 


Q. What is it? 
A. It’s the non-violence and uni- 


lateral disarmament cafe. All 
profits to peace movements. 


It’s open night and day, 
seven days a week. 

Q. Where is it? 

A. Ah! It’s at 457 Fulham Road, 
S.W.10, nr. Finborough Road. 
(14 Bus route.) 


There is no reason now why you can’t 
fit in time in 24 hours to come and 


see us. 


the days of the dictatorship, though it is 
claimed today that Italy is a democracy ! 


A considerable number of people who 
have probably never heard until now of 
non-violence, peace marches, etc., are writ- 
ing to the papers asking for information 
and comments about such matters. Paso- 
lino, a well-known columnist in a leading 
weckly, said recently in answer to such a 
letter: “Non-violence is for intellectuals 
and idealists (Gandhi, Russell, Dostoievsky, 
etc.) . . . but it is becoming increasingly 
for lay people also this fact was 
demonstrated by the peace marches organ- 
ised last summer, which were the most im- 
portant political phenomena of the 
year, The idea of non-violence is 
being accepted as something new, abso- 
lutely positive, and people are generally 
sympathetic and try to support every move- 
ment based on such a doctrine. It is yet to 
be seen, however, how things will develop 
in the future. 


” 


Because of the bad social conditions in 
many parts of Italy, it has often been urged 
that young men should be allowed to: work 
in these areas as an alternative to military 
service in order to encourage and stimulate 
the local people, many of whom can 
neither read nor write. Danilo Dolci, well 
known to Peace News readers, was one of 
the pioneers in this work, and now, in 
addition to about 50 workers in Western 
Sicily, there are a number of social teams 
doing similar work in other parts of Sicily 
and Italy. In Riesi (Sicily) Pastor Tullio 
Vinay (founder of ‘“ Agape,” the inter- 
national youth centre in N. Italy) and a 
small group of co-workers are devoting the 
rest of thcir lives to helping people of this 
poverty-stricken area, helping to raise the 
living standard, teaching the children who 
do not go to school, showing the people 
how to help themselves and, at the same 
time, arousing the local authorities to an 
awareness of their responsibilities. In 
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A section of the 10,000-strong march from Perugia to Assissi which was 


organised by the Italian Centre for Non-violence last year. 


The growing 


Italian movement agaiast war is one of the clearest signs that Italy is 


emerging from long years of political apathy. 


Franco Perna’s report 


discusses this and other aspects of the new feeling in Italy. 


Falerna (Calabria) a team sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches is doing social 
work and helping the local people to im- 
prove their methods of agriculture which is 
their main livelihood. They have also 
established several clubs for young people 
and adult schools giving primary education. 


In Oristano (Sardinia) another team is 
working in a similar way in a very remote 
area without any sort of industry. Financed 
largely by the Brethren Service Commis- 
sion, this team has also organised several 
work camps to build homes for refugees. 


In Rapolla (Lucania) the local pastor and 
a few supporters have started a project to 
build a social centre for the people; this 
wili have a kindergarten and provide train- 
ing for young people who have never been 


to school to learn a trade or craft which 
would enable them to earn their living. A 
work camp organised by the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation will be held 
here next August. 


Apart from these established teams, there 
is also a great deal of social work being 
done by various organisations, especially 
through work camps. It is easy to see the 
value and importance of such work in @ 
country where people have always had to 
be content with words and not deeds. It 
represents a direct challenge to the Govern- 
ment and the political parties, as well as 
being of great benefit to the peace move- 
ment in general, for most of the people 
engaged in such projects are connected ‘in 
one way or another with pacifism. 
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“Reflex areas’ mean danger 


This letter was sent to all the national 
press. No paper published it. Peace News 
is glad to print it now. 


JP to two years ago I was employed 
by the US Air Force in this country 
as a cinema technician. I travelled to 
all the American bases in this country 
and part of my job was to have a talk 
with the base commanders. I heard 
many things that made me uneasy, but 
now in the present situation I am pro- 
foundly disturbed, particularly by the 
existence of Reflex areas. 


The Reflex area is a smail area, usually 
at the end of a runway, manned by crews 
always in readiness for an instant getaway 
in the event of an attack. Their planes are 
always bombed-up and ready, and can be 
in the air within two minutes of an alert. 


The idea behind the project is admirable 
and obviously has the full concurrence of 
the Government and the Air Ministry. In- 
deed, the buildings were put up by the Air 
Ministry. The idea is admirable, but the way 
it is carried out is, in my opinion, suspect. 


The Reflex area is a complete sub-base 
with kitchens, mess rooms, dormitories, rest 
rooms, libraries, briefing rooms and a 
cinema. The whole area is highly secret and 
is guarded by armed guards. All strangers 
and American base personnel are rigidly 
excluded. Being an Englishman I always 
had the utmost difficulty in entering these 
areas, and I think that on this account I 
lost my job with the US Air Force and was 
replaced by an American technician, That, 
however, is not why I am writing to you. 

The inhabitants of this area, mostly 
officers, are isolated from the rest of the 
personnel on the base and have nothing to 
do with them. This area is in charge of a 
Reflex Commander who does not come 
under the orders of the Base Commander. 
He is in direct communication with Wash- 
ington and his orders come direct from 


there. The “red telephone ” we have heard 
about connects direct with him by radio. 


Anyone who imagines his orders to fly 
will come via the Air Ministry or our Gov- 
ernment is mistaken, They will not. 

There is always an RAF liaison officer on 
an American base, but as far as I know he 
has no contact with the Reflex area. 

The whole personnel on this area are 
flown out every 30 or 60 days and replaced 
with a complete new unit overnight, every- 
body, including the Reflex Commander. 
Their planes and bombs are serviced in the 
USA, 

The idea of the big deterrent is to pre- 
vent any move by either side. There is one 
way, however, which the military mind sees 
in which this situation can be ended, as was 
explained to me by one of these com- 
manders. That is by one all-out surprise 
unannounced attack on all military installa- 
tions of the other side, synchronised to take 
place all in a few moments. 

The Americans are obsessed by the idea 
of such a surprise attack by the Russians, 
witness their U2 flights and spying satel- 
lites; obviously their military staffs must 
have a plan to carry out such an attack 
from this side. They would use planes from 
all the Reflex bases scattered round the 
world, all timed to arrive over their targets 
at exactly the same moment. Rockets no 
doubt would follow, but they are not accu- 
rate enough to ensure all military targets 
being attacked. 

Another Reflex Commander told me they 
would be ready to attack in two years. 
That two years is now up. 

I am not suggesting President Kennedy 
has any intention of starting a war, I am 
sure he has not, but I am convinced that 
some of his military men are woolly minded 
enough, if they think public opinion is 
behind them, to have a go, with or without 
the President’s ‘permission, and they have 
the complete set-up to do it. The “red 
telephone,” which could set the whole de- 
fence set-up in operation, could also set an 


attack in operation. The crews from 
America could arrive with all details of 
their plans and need only a signal to put it 
all into operation without anyone else being 
aware of it. 


' From radio and TV reports from America 
it would seem the American people would 
be prepared to go to war over Berlin. 


Nobody in this country feels a war over 
Berlin would be justified, but the American 
reaction appears to be quite different. 


You may or may not have noticed, the 
American public has been primed with the 
idea that their bombs are “clean” bombs 
and can do no harm to anyone, except of 
course Russians, The whole situation is 
extremely dangerous, and I feel that the 
Reflex areas in this country should be occu- 
pied by the RAF and no flights made with- 
out RAF permission. This need not affect 
one little bit the legitimate aim of these 
bases in countering an attack, but it would 
ensure that no attack is ever made from this 
side, 


Sirs, I hope you will obtain confirmation 
that what I say about the Reflex areas is 
true, and I hope you can get the RAF to 
control these bases. Unfortunately we can 
do nothing about the Reflex bases in other 
countries except by wide publicity which 
would be crippling to American Prestige, 
but even this would be preferable to suicide. 

I hope I have convinced you I am sincere 
and my fears are justified. In political 
affairs we insist on checks and counter- 
checks to absolute power, but here we have 
absolute military destructive power with no 
check whatever, and I think you editors 
should do something drastic about it. 


I am not a Communist or a nuclear dis- 
armer, but if my arguments seem very 
similar to some of theirs maybe they are 
on the right lines; but what I have told you 
above is capable of being proved. 

Sirs, please do so, for the sake of 
humanity. 


Name and address supplied on request. 
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IPHREE very different groups with 


many things in common have re- 
cently taken form in the United 
States : Turn Toward Peace, Women 
for Peace, and a scientist’s lobby for 
peace. 


While Turn Toward Peace is an attempt to 


organise the organised, Women for Peace 
struggles to keep itself in disorganised 
readiness for action. 


Aside from the Committee for Non-violent 
Action, Women for Peace is the most A stecring committee formed on September 


dynamic peace organisation yet to appear 
on the American scene. It was begun late 
last September by a woman in Washing- 
ton, D.C., who was inspired by Bertrand 
Russell’s work with the Committee of 
100. The small group she formed wrote 
to women in other cities urging them to 
demonstrate for peace by not going to 
work or doing their household chores 
on November 1. Men were leading the 
way to war. It was up to women to lead 
to peace. 


* 


In Chicago six women met during the first 


The Washington group had 


week in October to plan the November 1 
programme. These women did not know 
who started the movement, Their action 
was planned independently of Washing- 
ton. The Washington women called them- 
selves ‘‘ Women’s Strike for Peace.’ But 
in Chicago the word “ Strike” was re- 
moved because some of the women ob- 
jected. For November 1 they "phoned 
friends and organisations seeking their 


participation. Response from organisa- 
tions was hesitant. From _ individual 
women it was enthusiastic. Over two 


hundred women with 63 children, despite 
rainy weather, picketed a civil defence 
office, while in another part of the city 
700 women attended a rally. Later that 
day several hundred women picketed City 
Hall and a delegation saw the mayor. 
Press coverage included front page 
spreads in all dailies. Morcover, it was 
friendly and fair. Over the nation 50,000 
women in 58 cities had participated in 
independently organised demonstrations. 


suggested 
demonstrations on the first of each 
month. On December 1 a dozen technic- 
ally competent professional women 
approached the city health commissioner 
with a list of questions asking the truth 
about possible harm to their children 
from fall-out. What precautions did the 
city plan to take ? Outside 100 women 
pickets backed them up. The questions 
were never answered, but again favour- 
able publicity was received. On January 
15, while 2,200 women paraded in Wash- 
ington, 400 picketed in downtown 
Chicago. The theme was to support the 
September 20, 1961, pact between the 
United States and the Soviet Union for 
disarmament negotiations, 


Women for Peace still does not have its 


own stationery. No organisational con- 
nection exists between Washington and 
other cities. The country has been 
divided into six areas, and each area may 
have a bulletin if they get around to it. 
For Chicago there is a steering committee 
of six women. Policy for action is simple. 
Any group of women may refrain from 
participation in a project but none may 
be initiated without the approval of the 
committee. Such approval may be ob- 
tained by telephone. 


We intend to go wherever we hear some- 
thing is going on. If they start stocking 
schools with food or cots for civil defence 
we intend to picket those schools,” Shirley 
Lens, executive secretary of the Chicago 
group said. Its purpose is action—not 
education. Fiftecn hundred women in the 
city have been enlisted. The next activity 
was at noon on February 24 when 4,000 
balloons imprinted with a peace message 
were lofied from shopping districts 
throughout Chicago. The inner energy of 
the group provokes individual members to 
action. One member recently sent one of 
their posters, saying “This house has no 
shelter—our only shelter is peace,” to 
Jack Parr, who displayed it on his TV 


programme. 


Turn Toward Peace was born of the Con- 


A MOBILISATION OF 


ference on World Development and 
World Disarmament which recommended 
a campaign to obtain co-operation among 
existing organisations. It is therefore an 
organisation for organisations, There are 
no individual members. Its avowed pur- 
pose is to obtain a minimal directed 
peace programme for affiliated organisa- 
tions. 


18 made contact with numerous peace, 
liberal, church and labour groups, Organ- 
isations associated include the unilateralist 
Committee for Non-violent Action (organ- 
isers of the March to Moscow and many 
civil disobedience projects), the American 
Friends’ Service Committee, the National 
Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, 
which campaigns for agreement on a 
test ban, and two trade unions. 


The feature emphasised about TTP is its 


attempt to promote United States initia- 
tives toward peace, that is, “acts not 
dependent on prior Communist agree- 
ment—-which would be actual steps 
toward a disarmed world under law. 
These acts could be set in a context and 
done in a manner to challenge the Com- 
munist world to a new response, to win 
support from other nations, and to create 
a new world climate favourable to nego- 
tiation.” Initially, four areas have been 
selected for such initiatives: (1) Berlin, 
(2) nuclear weapons and inspected dis- 
armament, (3) mainland China, (4) defin- 


FAVE women as mothers a special 

contribution to make to the struggle 
for survival? When | took part in 
agitating for a special effort by 
mothers after the Russian bomb 
tests last autumn | assumed that they 
had. I wanted to express my protest 
as a mother; all mothers whom I 
contacted at that time agreed with 
me. 


* 


Since then we have heard a different view 


from women (some with children) already 
working in the Nuclear Disarmament 
movement. There was antagonism to the 
idea of scparate women’s groups: some 
felt they would take support away from 
existing organisations; others had no 
paticnce with women who would not 
take the same steps as they had them- 
selves. Many publicly active women find 
it difficult to understand the mass of 
women who still occupy themselves solely 
with their homes and families; and to 


ee 


ing and strengthening the UN. 


The first activity of TTP organisations has 


been the compilation of a National 
Roster, a list of persons who have signed 
the following pledge, “I accept peace as 
my responsibility and therefore add my 
name to the national roster of Turn 
Toward Peace.” The signature pledges 


Inthe 


peace activity may be co-ordinated, 


Illinois-Wisconsin area these 
objectives are planned by a steering com- 
mittee of 30 representatives of the asso- 
ciated organisations. It is hoped that 
TTP will broaden the peace movement 
and concentrate efforts, and involve 
people not now in peace work. 


the signer to do four things: (1) write a An entirely different approach toward peace 


letter to President Kennedy about the 
need of a turn toward peace, (2) take an 
active part in at least ene organisation 
supporting TTP, (3) encourage his 
church, luncheon club, local union and 
other community groups to co-operate 


By Cyril 


with TTP, (4) to make a contribution to 
TIP. 


Objective of the National Roster is to sign 


up 50,000 persons nationally and 10,000 
in the Illinois-Wisconsin area. A recent 
project was to promote 20,000 telegrams 
to President Kennedy in the first week in 
February in opposition to the resump- 
tion of atmospheric testing of nuclear 
weapons, 


A future activity will be the establishment 


of Peace Centres in local communities 
where peace literature of TIP will be 
available and from which community 


realise the existence of social and 
economic pressures which make it diffi- 
cult for them to take independent action 
or to feel responsibility for their own 
and their children’s destiny in the social 
sphere outside the home. 


No one can deny that it is difficult for a 


mother of two or three young children 
to be active in the present movement, 
even if she has freed herself from social 
pressure and has progressive ideas: for 
the sake of the contribution that could be 
made by such women, we should en- 
courage kinds of work they could do 
without neglecting their children. But a 
much bigger issue is now at stake. 


{f we are to avoid universal death a mass 


movement must create itsclf within a 
short, finite period—this necessitates 
absolutely the participation of the indus- 
trial workers using their traditional non- 


Photo: Leon Levinstein. 


has been taken by Leo Szilard, famed 
nuclear physicist, in a proposal which for 
want of a better name we will call a 
“ Scientist’s Lobby for Peace.” Such a 
lobby was proposed by Szilard in nearly 
identical speeches before university audi- 


Robinson 


ences throughout the country. More than 
10,000 copies of his speech were distri- 
buted by ad hoc committees of students 
and facultics of the universities. His talk 
is a carefully reasoned analysis of the 
present nuclear stalemate and the inade- 
quacy of present methods of approach. 
After concluding that our chances of get- 
ting through the next ten years without 
nuclear war are slim, he asks, ‘“‘ What 
can you do?” He answers that a dedi- 
cated minority can take effective action 
only if it were possible to formulate a 
set of political objectives on which it can 
unite. Certain unilateral moves by the 
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Wanted: a movement for 


violent methods including the withhold- 
ing of labour. One way to reach them 
and spur them to activity is through their 
wives, 


Many mothers work part or full time in 


industry. Apart from this consideration, 
action by mothers would have a powerful 
effect on general public opinion and act 
as a deterrent on the authorities in their 
persecution of the Nuclear Disarmament 
movement. ‘the widespread anxiety and 
desire for action revealed by letters to 
the press and to women who tried to 
organise protests shows that there is now 
a basis, not yet existing among men, for 
a genuine mass movement among women. 


In our approach to so far inactive mothers 


we would find it helpful to remember 
that both we and the women concerned 
are subject to the constant, insidious 
pressure of an ideology which, in effect, 
makes the life-work of the majority of 
women, ie., the care and nurture of 
human beings, a matter of minor import- 
ance compared with the care of machines 
and the things produced by them. Un- 
consciously we are affected by this 
climate of opinion which diminishes the 
human worth of women as mothers and 
makes them less able to take responsible 
social action. 


We have to present ourselves to them as 


mothers, not, in the first instance, as 
members of CND or the Committee of 
100, whom many of them regard as alien 
beings with whom they have nothing in 
common, 


* 


Nor should we expect them immediately to 


become as active as we have been: many 
work about a hundred hours a week 
keeping the outward appearance of their 
homes and children up to social norms; 
it would be impossible and tactically un- 
desirable to make a large-scale breach 
between them and their neighbours and 
relations, Their husbands may not yet 
be sympathetic and might be roused to 
active hostility by a sudden disruption of 
their normal home life—our objective is 
not to start a sex war but to win the 
support of the men through their wives. 


This photograph is entitled “ Motherheod.” If we publish it here, it is to 
remind ourselves of what our movement sets out to preserve, and what 
we mean when we say that human life is in danger. 


But there is no reason why women should 
not carry out effective action in and near 
their homes without neglecting their 
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United States are advocated: (1) We 
should proclaim that we would not resort 
to strategic bombing of cities or bases 
except if cities or bases of the US or its 
allies are attacked with bombs. (2) We 
should proclaim that if there is a war we 
would use atomic bombs against troops 
in combat only on our side of the pre- 
war boundary. (3) There would be no 
transfer of atomic arms or command 
from American command to NATO. (4) 
He proposes a change in attitude in the 
attempt of the US to win meaningless 
battles of the cold war. Szilard believes 
it unlikely that much can be accom- 
plished by disarmament talks between 
governments of the USSR and the US. 
Instead, he believes that more success is 
likely by “non-governmental discussions 
among Americans and _ Russians” 
arranged under private initiative. Simi- 
larly, the task of devising forms of 
democracy which would be suitable to 
the under-developed areas of the world 
must be borne by private groups. 


To promote these and similar objectives, 
he would ask seven to twelve distin- 
guished scientists to form a council. The 
council would assemble a panel of poli- 
tical advisers. The immediate political 
objectives formulated would be commu- 
nicated to the supporters of the move- 
ment. The “ articulate’? members would 
be expected to remain in communication 
with editors of newspapers, opinion 
makers and their congressmen, They 


would be pledged to vote in federal elec- 
tions on the basis of war and peace only, 
disregarding domestic issues. They would 
pledge annually to spend two per cent of 
their income on promoting peace. 


The proposal, initially at least, is aimed at 


the dozen or so universities in the United 
States where Szilard has spoken. He 
asks for written response from the 
university communities. If the response 
is encouraging cnough he postulates that 
speeches before large student audiences 
during the next twelve months might find 
20,000 students to become active in the 
movement. If each student then brought 
in ten other people the movement could 
rapidly grow to 200,000. ‘This would 
represent about 20,000,000 dollars per 
year in political contributions. .. . 
Whether such a movement could grow 
further and could come to represent one 
or two million votes would then probably 
depend on the future course of world 
events.” A target date of May 31 has 
been set for Szilard to evaluate the 
response. 


A great deal of enthusiasm was generated 


among the students and faculty of the 
University of Chicago by Szilard. Six- 
teen hundred copies of the speech were 
distributed and a faculty student com- 
mittee met to discuss what to do next. 
At that point it was concluded that there 
was nothing to do except to wait for 
Szilard. Nothing beyond the speech has 
been issued and apparently no additional 
steps will be taken before it is known 
how many persons are interested. 


Although these groups are strikingly differ- 


ent in structure, their several similarities 
are indicative of peace moods in the 


United States. Each of them denies 
emphatically that it is an organisation. 
TTP eschews such a designation because 
it might thereby be seen as being in 
competition for membership with the 
very organisations whose affiliation it is 
trying to obtain. Women for Peace sees 
itself as a spontaneous action group. It 
has a phobia about organisational para- 
phernalia. It wants to maintain an aura 
of spontancity of action rather than bog 
down in planning and programming. 
About his group, Szilard says, ‘“‘ What 
one needs to create is not a membership 
organisation, but a movement.” 


But the TTP Roster, at least in the Ilinois- 
Wisconsin area, has so far failed to 
attract signatures. This is not as dis- 
couraging as it may appear. The pledge 
is a meaningless generality, one hardly 
drafted with a view to provide inner con- 
viction of having taken a real step toward 
peace. Its failure is more encouraging 
than its success would have been espe- 
cially when measured by the excitement 
created by the other groups where the 
requested commitment is so much 
greater. TIP had an evaluation meeting 
the weckend of February 17 to discuss 
the problem. 


Opposite in terms of its content is the 


Szilard plan. It has enchanted its audi- 
ences because of its clarity, imagination 
and audaciousness. If it can hold its 
audience unti] after the May 31 dead- 
line it must still avoid developing into a 
battle of “our” experts against “ your” 
experts within the framework of the 
deterrence formula—currently whether 
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second strike potential. Its more imme- 
diate problem is that it is so dependent 
on Szilard. While he is waiting to see 
what the response will be, those already 
interested may easily cool. The appeal 
so far has been limited to universities. 
It seems unrealistic to look substantially 
to them for financial support. Morcover, 
most students are not old enough to vote, 
which is bound to decrease the Lobby’s 
influence in Congress. Even more im- 
portant, the movement will have to find 
something meaningful for its adherents to 
do aside from writing to Congress and 
giving moncy. 


It is just this fecling of sharing a mean- 


ingful common experience which makes 
Women for Peace 2 movement, as Szilard 
used the term, and not just an organisa- 
tion. ‘The success of Women for Peace 
in creating an image of themselves as 
“not just another organisation "—in fact, 
not an organisation at all, is largely re- 
sponsible for their attractiveness. ‘They 
are using themselves fully, their imagina- 
tion and their bodies in direct action, a 
mobilisation of spirit that has been essen- 
tially foreign to the United States peace 
effort, which has always been an organ- 
isational activity rather than a movement. 
Continued success may depend on keeping 
this cohesiveness of spirit while main- 
taining an indifference to formal organ- 
isation. 


Cyril Robinson is an attorney at law, 
living in Chicago. He appeared in court for 
the participants in the Omaha action in 
1959. He will be sending regular reports to 


the United States should have a first or Peace News in the future. 
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women against the bomb 


families, and they are already doing so 
in certain places. 


In many cases local actions gain more sym- 
pathy and publicity than even big cen- 
tral demonstrations which are often 
ignored by the press; we have generaily 
found local papers sympathetic and inter- 
ested in actions by women in their area. 
One or two women begin by discussing 
with friends or advertising in shops and 
writing to local papers; in some cases 
they are women who have had to drop 


By 
ANNE 
VOGEL 


out of very active work in CND or the 
Committee of 100 owing to the needs of 
their small children. Action increases 
their confidence and brings them into 
contact with others. Together they try 
to find more and more ways of gaining 
public support: leaflets are distributed 
outside welfare clinics, schools, factories 
while shopping; letters are written to 
ministers, local authorities, medical 
officers of health, and all those con- 
cerned with child welfare. Help is en- 
listed of older children, teenagers, 
students. Such things can be fitted into 
their normal working day. 


Soon they are ready to organise public 
meetings, exhibitions (one is now being 
made suitable for outdoor showing), film 
shows (the film of the Women’s Peace 
Caravan is available). At least one group 
has organised a créche where children 
can be cared for while their mothers dis- 
tribute leaflets in busy places, attend 
meetings, etc. More and more they 
organise themselves to take part in 
public life. In practice, the groups tend 
to. remain localised, botn to avoid un- 
necessary travelling and to remain in 

Anne Vogel became interested in politics 

when she was in India, and saw the way 

Indians were treated under British rule. She 

used to be a Trotskyist, but more recently 

she has been working for the Committee of 

100, where she says she came to understand 

the importance of non-violence. 


touch with friends, neighbours and local 
tradesmen; one group has already split 
into three. Alongside this tendency the 
organising of créches and the growing 
awareness makes it possible for women 
able and prefering to work further afield 
to take part in actions organised by CND 
and the Committee of 100. 


Women whose talent and inclination does 


not run to participating in the general 
work of a local group can still help in 
special ways: e.g. giving money for 
printing or buying leaflets (which most 
housewives can’t afford), writing letters, 
helping with study and discussion groups 
on non-violence. (Here, again, money 
for or joan of books would be appre- 
ciated.) 


We can turn to good account even those 


factors responsible for the social in- 
activity and isolation of mothers. Often 
starved of adult companionship and lack- 
ing genuine personal interests they will 
be all the more likely to respond to the 
stimulus of a local group. Their home 
working conditions (similar to pre-indus- 
trial conditions for men, without division 
of labour or complex machinery and 
organisation) make the lives of women 
in every country and social class (except 
the small minority of the very rich) more 
alike than the lives of men. A mass 
women’s movement would tend to spread 
casily across social and national fron- 
tiers. This is not the case with men 
whose way of life and working conditions 
are far more differentiated. In addition, 
women have the powerful bond of con- 
cern for their children, whereas father- 
hood does not unite men—if anything, it 
arouses their latent hostility to other 
men, having become associated during 
evolution with the instinct to fight and 
kill in defence of their families. 


k 


Even women’s political apathy will enable 


them to appeal to others all over the 
world, simply as mothers, making it clear 
that they are interested only in the wel- 
fare of human beings now and in future 
generations, Their concern for human 
life makes them especially interested in 
finding non-violent solutions to conflicts, 
and non-violent methods cannot be used 


in the interests of any power bloc or 


clique; their effect can only be the modi- 
fication of society in such a way that 
domination by force by any group or 


This scene could so easily replace that shown in the picture on the left. 

If women have the most direct concern for their children’s welfare, does 

this mean that they have a special responsibility to work for nucleay 
disarmament ? Anne Vogel says ft dues. 


nation becomes progressively more im- 
possible. 


In organising and participating in their own 


movement women could develop inde- 
pendence, critical capacity, organising 
ability and a sense of responsibility for 
human destiny. ‘They would realise them- 
selves, probably for the first time, as 
individuals as well as parts of their 
families. This could best happen in an 
organisation run by and for mothers; if, 
at this stage, they were drawn into an 
organisation such as CND or the Com- 
mittee of 100 already dominated by men 
and women who have had previous ex- 
perience of public action, most of them 
might remain in their present state of 
timid withdrawal and dependence on 
authority; their enthusiasm might subside 
unless they were able to feel a growing 
sense of responsibility. The way to deve- 
lop in any ficld is to act within it on 
one’s own initiative and Jearn by one’s 
own experience. 


Women’s lack of activity outside the home 


has put a burden on men which, now 
that our aggressive potentialities have 
been multiplied a millionfold by modern 
techniques, has become impossible to 
bear. Men need the help of women in 


running the world: our civilisation has 
developed so lopsidedly that it is now a 
vast technological machine in which 
people are insignificant components and 
are currently in danger of complete 
climination. Women’s interest in people 
is needed to balance the different kind of 
intelligence more common among men. 
If women played a significant role in 
society outside the home they would cer- 
tainly cause the diversion of some of the 
vast scientific and material resources now 
spent on power symbols such as inter- 
planetary rockets, expense account 
cadillacs, luxury air liners and office 
blocks (not to mention weapons of mass 
destruction) to the more useful fields of 
housing, education, medicine, psycho- 
therapy, anthropology and the promotion 
of creative activities in drama, dancing, 
literature and all forms of art. 


Their potential contribution has been 


masked by the fact that in a man-made 
world they have had difficulties in deve- 
loping as individuals and as social beings. 
Their participation in a women’s move- 
ment. against nuclear weapons could 
begin a process of maturing which could 
have effects on themselves and on society 
quite beyond their present capacities or 
aspirations. ° 
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South Africa —a free press? 


By Lionel Morrison 


CENSORSHIP at any time is the 

bludgeon of ignorance and intoler- 
ance. In the prevailing political situa- 
tion in South Africa the tightening up 
or the extension of censorship laws can 
and will be an instrument to silence all 
opposition to the Party in power—that 
is, the Verwoerd Government. 


The question must be related to the long, 
ceaseless Nationalist campaign against the 
“English” press, critical newspaper corre- 
spondents, Church leaders, political oppo- 
nents and others who are accused of 
“blackening and besmirching the good 
name of South Africa at home and abroad.” 


Thought on the Government’s censorship 
proposals must not be confused by general- 
isations and airy references to pornography. 
South Africa is threatened with political 
censorship, 


Most governments have been extremely 
careful to avoid interference in the right 
to read and distribute political matter, even 
specifying this in their laws. In South 
Aftica, on the other hand, there are un- 
mistakable signs that we are heading for a 
political censorship of the most restrictive 
and repressive kind. As far as overseas 
publications are concerned, this political 
censorship is already being applied through 
the Customs Act. 


* 
The vigorous determination with which 
the Government is applying its racial 


policies creates understandably incidents of 
great news value and provokes interest 
throughout the world in the problems of 
maintaining White Supremacy in South 
Africa. 


In reporting on events in South Africa 
and publishing the views of those who dis- 
agree with Nationalist policy the press more 
often than not finds itself incurring the dis- 
pleasure of the Government. In desperate 
anger because of its general unpopularity, 
the Nationalist Government has reached the 
position where it resents all criticism. Any 
expression of opinion that is not in the 
nature of eulogy of the existing order is 
looked upon as hostile mistepresentation or 
disloyalty. 

The efforts to gain this silent support in- 
clude threats, veiled and direct, that if the 
press does not voluntarily eliminate hostile 
or critical comment from their columns, 
steps will have to be taken to impose some 
form of censorship or press control. The 
Government obviously realising that legal 
curbs on free reporting would have serious 
repercussions has been surprisingly slow in 
taking this step. It hoped to achieve its 
purposes by frightening newspaper owners 
and editors by all sorts of means, inter alia, 
the recent outburst in Parliament by Dr. 
Verwoerd and many of his colleagues that 
the South African press “should discipline 
themselves” and that the freedom of the 
press in South Africa was approaching 
“licence of the press.” 


To some extent so far the press has with- 
stood Nationalist intimidation, but there are 


clear and disturbing signs that some news- 
papers are inclining to appease Dr. Ver- 
woerd by selective reporting and comment. 
There is a growing tendency to support the 
view that the press needs some sort of con- 
trol, sclf-imposed or otherwise, to curb pro- 
vocative editors and reporters. Conse- 
quently the South African Newspaper Press 
Union is expected soon to adopt a journal- 
istic code and create a board of reference 
to watch over the country’s press—this in 
spite of many editors vigorously objecting 
and strong protests by both the South Afri- 
can Society of Journalists and the National 
Union of South African Journalists. 


It seems surprising that further laws are 
being contemplated to control publications 
in view of the fact that there are already no 
less than twenty-one laws providing for 
censorship of one kind or another. These 
include, in the main, the Customs Act, 
the Entertainments (Censorship) Act, the 
Criminal Procedure Act, Prisons Act, and 
the Suppression of Communism Act. 


The present Government is making in- 
creasing use of the powers contained in 
these laws. This extension of censorship 
has been taking place while public attention 
has been diverted by the Press Commission 
that has been investigating the press since 
1950. 


Under these various measures non-whites 
have veen hardest hit. Under the Enter- 
tainments (Censorship) Act of 1931 films 
like The Joe Louis Story and The Jackie 
Robinson Story, showing the rise to the top 
of the sporting world of two American 
Negroes, were not screened for non-whites. 
In the Glenn Miller Story, scenes show- 
ing the internationally famous Negro 
musician Louis Armstrong strangely dis- 
appeared from the version shown to South 
African audiences. The Customs Act also 
provides wonderful opportunities for the 
authorities to ban and censor outside litera- 
ture. Periodicals like the Africa Digest, 
African Bulletin; books like Tell Freedom, 
by Peter Abraham, The Roots of Prejudice 
—a UNESCO pamphlet—and _ countless 
others (running into 4,000) are all banned. 


Of course, the decision of the censors 
applied through the arbitrary powers of the 
Minister of the Interior, cannot be con- 
tested in the Courts. 


* 


South African Governments have always 
had a problem with the press. When they 
have attempted to apply policies of apar- 
theid, succeeding Governments have been 
confronted with the great difficulty of ex- 
plaining these policies in a way which will 
satisfy thinking citizens at home, and con- 
vince intelligent observers abroad. 


General Hertzog, Prime Minister in the 
pre-war coalition Government (in which 
General Smuts served as Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Justice), was on 
the point of legislating to curb the press 
when the war intervened and he was forced 
to resign. This decision to take steps 
against the press was prompted by com- 
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plaints from the representatives of the Ger- 
man Reich that South African newspapers 
were saying unkind things about Nazi Ger- 
many. General Hertzog warned editors that 
he would pass a law for the control of the 
press unless they refrained from attacking 
Hitler and Mussolini. 


Various debates followed in the House of 
Assembly on Press Censorship culminating 
in 1950 with a motion by Dr. Van Rhyn in 
Parliament asking for an Inquiry into the 
Press. This was hastily agreed to. 


When the report of the Commission even- 
tually appears it should provide the accumu- 
lated information of ten years’ exhaustive 
research. What sort of a report it would 
present, I think, is evident from what 
Nationalist ministers have consistently been 
saying—" there was a section of the press, 
the yellow and liberal press, which was be- 
smirching and sabotaging South Africa over- 
seas, and the Press Commission had been 
appointed to investigate this and other 
aspects of the working of the press” (S. P. 
Le Roux, Minister of Agriculture, 1950, at 
a party meeting). 


* 


Last year another general election came 
and went, reducing the size of the white 
Parliamentary opposition still further. 
Fresh electoral success and increasing Par- 
liamentary power failed to placate the 
Nationalists. Despite their strengthened 
power, the unpopularity and viciousness of 
their policies increased at home and abroad. 
The freak of Parliamentary democracy in 
South Africa where the franchise is based 
on colour, and only one-fifth of the popu- 
lation qualifies for the vote, invests a Par- 
liamentary oligarchy with delusive power. 
To succeed, the Nationalists need more 
than a Parliamentary majority—-they need 
an uncritical or, better still, a totalitarian 
supporting press inside and outside South 
Africa. 


One government MP declared, ‘‘ Suppos- 
ing we could get the English press to keep 
quiet for four months in South Africa we 
would have a different country,” while the 
Minister of Bantu Development and Admin- 
istration, Mr. De Wet Nel, pleaded for one 
year’s silence. The Government has shown 
itself increasingly sensitive to foreign 
journalists and critics whom it felt were 
“ placing South Africa in a bad light over- 
seas.” In 1953 Basil Davidson was declared 
an undesirable immigrant and expelled; 
Henry Barzilay, a British television news- 
reel reporter, was ordered to leave in 1959 
without any explanation being offered; John 
Hatch was told in 1960 that he would not 
be allowed to enter the Union; Doris Less- 
ing has also been banned from entering 
South Africa; during the Emergency in 1960 
Norman Phillips and Myma_ Blumberg 
were detained. 


The struggle is not merely one for poli- 
tical influence. It has developed into a 
struggle for readership. In spite of their 
paramountcy in Parliament, the Nationalists 
find it difficult to attract readers to their 
newspapers. Circulation figures of news- 
papers in the main cities of the Republic 
show the remarkable extent to which the 
English language predominates in the news- 
paper field. Although 60 per cent of the 
Whites are Afrikaans speaking, a substan- 
tial number of them prefer to read the Eng- 
lish newspapers. Obviously the market for 
all newspapers lies with the non-whites, and 
figures indicate that the majority of non- 
whites read English newspapers. It becomes 
thus more clear why the government is so 
eager to control the English press. 

What has been the reaction of the jour- 
nalists and the newspaper bosses to these 
threats ? 

It would, of course, be an exaggeration 
to say that South Africa's press has faith- 
fully pursued the principle of “ frank and 
accurate disclosure of facts as they are.” It 
cannot be claimed either that the more in- 
fluential newspapers have consistently ob- 
served the dictum that a newspaper’s first 
duty is “to shun the temptations of a 
monopoly.” 

Most Afrikaans language newspapers are 


political organs of the Nationalist Party, 
with Cabinet Ministers on their boards of 
Directors. They make no pretence of being 
independent providers of news and proudly 
fill the role of political propagandists for 
the Nationalist Party. Their reporting staff 
are not members of either the South African 
Society of Journalists or the National Union 
of South African Journalists, nor are they 
encouraged to join. Furthermore, these 
papers decline to publish reports about 
other political groups, even to the extent of 
the extent of refusing paid advertisements. 


The English press has come nearer to 
impartiality, but has failed to provide the 
necessary opposition to press censorship. 

The journalists know that the extent of 
censorship can never be judged by what the 
newspapers print. It is what they do not 
print that is important. Voluntary censor- 
ship as advocated by the South African 
Newspaper Press Union means suppression 
of “ unpalatable ” truth. 


* 


The announcement on January 21 by the 
President of the NPU, that the senior mem- 
bers of the NPU had accepted a so-called 
South African Free Press Code, has ushered 
in a new period of self-imposed manacles 
on news coverage. The NPU is of course an 
organisation controlled by the big news- 
paper magnates in South Africa. 


Most of South Africa’s working jour- 
alists are up in arms over the “‘ Free Press 
Code.” They were not consulted by the 
NPU when it had secret meetings with Dr. 
Verwoerd. Although not consulted, jour- 
nalists will be subject to the Code. The 
Code will be administered by an_ ex- 
judge and two employer representatives. 
This three man “ Board of Reference” will 
have the power to reprimand or “ severely 
reprimand ” any proprietor, editor or jour- 
nalist adjudged to have been guilty of an 
infringement of the Code. 


The Board can force the offending news- 
paper to publish the reprimand “in such a 
manner as may be determined by the 
Board.” 

The punishment provided for is summary 
and does not make provision for an appeal 
by an accused journalist. There is also no 
provision in the Code to allow a journalist 
to state his side of any case in which he 
may be involved 

In a memorandum submitted to the NPU 
by the SASJ the point is made: 

“The press should not relieve the 
Government of the odium which will and 
should attach to the potential censorship 
of the press. An evil is no less an evil 
because it is self-inflicted. No self-respect- 
ing journalist can voluntarily submit to a 
so-called Code of Conduct which is poli- 
tical in its origins and intention. Our 
function as a press is to resist any move 
to gag us .. . it is not our function 
to gag ourselves in the hope the process 
will in that way be made more comfort- 
able.” 

These are brave words. And indeed it is 
not only action but brave words that will 
help to expose the Verwoerd Government 
more than all their attempts to force press 
censorship on South Africa. 


Footnote from Burma 


When press freedom was threatened 
recently in Burma, it was restored after 
united action by all the newspapers con- 
cerned. Last autumn papers were worried 
by reports that the Government was draft- 
ing new, and repressive, press laws. There 
had already been three serious instances of 
Government interference with the freedom 
of the press; the editor of the Guardian 
had been charged under the Official Secrets 
Act a year previously; the Htoon Daily had 
been forced to close down after the arrest 
of the editor under the Public Order Pre- 
servation Act; and the publisher of Mogyo 
and three of its staff faced trial under the 
Official Secrets Act. 

The Burmese Journalists Association 
agreed to take action. AII newspapers in 
Mandalay and Rangoon published identical 
front page articles protesting against 
Government violation of Press freedom. 
The Association followed this up with a 
statement calling for repeal of repressive 
laws, and sent a delegation to the Govern- 
ment, which then announced a freedom 
charter for the press would be granted. 

(Reported in The British Weekly, Feb. 8.) 
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The World Peace Brigade is organising a march from Tanganyika into Northern 
Rhodesia which will involve civil disobedience in crossing the border. It is doing 
so at the invitation of Julius Nyerere, Kenneth Kaunda and their political parties 
in the two countries and in support of Kenneth Kaunda’s drive fora true African 
majority in Northern Rhodesia elected on the basis of universal adult suffrage. 

The following statement was issued by Kenneth Kaunda, National President of the United National 


Independence Party, Northern Rhodesia; and R. M. Kawawa, Vice-President of the Tanganyika African 
National Union, on Wednesday, 2\st February, in Dar es Salaam: 


“In the light of the grave strug- are convinced that such action 
gle for freedom in Africa, we applied now in Northern 
welcome and encourage the Rhodesia may yet prove to be 
generous support offered by the the key to the liberation of 
World Peace Brigade in re- Central and Southern Africa. 
sponse to our appeal for co-oper- 
ation from men of goodwill “The active support and co- 
throughout the world. operation of freedom-loving 

“We are particularly heartened people everywhere is urgently 
that a group whose members needed if Africa is to move as 
have engaged in positive action quickly as she should towards 
in so many countries should add true freedom; on the other hand, 
their experience to our own long our struggle for African free- 
efforts to achieve freedom in dom is not for Africa nor for 
Africa through non-violent re- ourselves alone. It is part of 
sistance and a direct economic humanity’s struggle for a just 
struggle action. In particular we and peaceful world.” 


BM The Rev. Michael Scott, Bayard Rustin and Bill Sutherland have laid aside 
other commitments in order to stay on in Dar es Salaam (where they have 
been setting up the African H.Q.) in order to oversee the organisation of the 
march. They telephoned London last week for volunteers to go out at once. 
Barnaby Martin and John Papworth flew out last Saturday; Philip Seed 
the following Tuesday, followed by Niels Mathiesen from Norway and Axel 
Giza from Germany. The role of supporters at home is to finance this action, 
and to support it additionally in Britain by bringing pressure to bear on the 
British Government through letters to MPs and the Minister for Commonwealth 
Relations, and overseas by writing and calling at Embassies and consulates. 


MONEY IS URGENTLY NEEDED NOW 
Send all you can at once to the World H.Q. of the 


The World Peace Brigade 


for Non-violent Action 
88 PARK AVENUE, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 


To Donald Groom, Hon, Treasurer (Europe), World 
ae Brigade, 88 Park Avenue, Enfield, Middx., 


Sponsors (to date): Bertrand Russell (UK); Martin 
Luther King (USA); E. C. Quaye (Ghana); Lanza del 
Vasto (France); Horace Alexander (UK); Anthony 
Brooke (UK); Aldo Capitini (Italy); Richard Gregg 
(USA); Hagbard Jonassen (Denmark); Clarence Pickett 
(USA); Tibo Sekelj (Yugoslavia). CHAIRMEN: A, J. 
Muste (USA); Jayaprakash Narayan (India); Michael 
Scott (UK). Councit (to date): Albert Bigelow (USA); 
Siddharaj Dhadda (India); Stuart Morris (UK); Abbe 
Pierre (France); G. Ramachandran (India); Michael 
Randle (UK): Archbishop T. D. Roberts (UK); Bayard 
Rustin (USA); Helga Stolle Germany); Bill Sutherland 


(Africa). 


f enclose a donation of £ : Ss. d. for the 


World Peace Brigade. Please send me further informa- 
tion as it becomes available. 
Please place me on your register of volunteers. 


NAME 


See cere cee pares nee mena e sree een we amas eee eseesneecoune 
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HOLIDAY FLATLETS 
{ 

self-catering, for vegetarians and 
non-smokers at 


WESTGATE-ON-SEA, KENT 
5 mins. station and shops;] min. beach 


Enquire: Mrs. Arnaldi, 258 Scott Ellis 
Gardens, London, N.W.8 


BROOK LINN Guest House 
Callander, Perthshire 

Centre for Trossachs & mountain 
scenery. Health-giving vegetarian meals 
(V.C.A.); Comfort. Personal attention. 
Books, T.V. Special family terms. 
Brochure on request. 

Mrs. MURIEL CHOFFIN 

Tel.: CALLANDER 103 


ISLE OF WIGHT 


Small guest-house catering also for 
vegetarians. B.B. 13s. 6d. nightly. 
With evening dinner 6 gns, weekly. 
“* Grasmere ", Park Road, Cowes. Tef.: 903. 


RECENT IMPORTANT 


Pamphlets 


FOR CAMPAIGNERS 


CENTURY OF TOTAL WAR 
Civil disobedience fram World War 
| to Committee of 100 
Hugh Brock 1s. (3d.) 


SCHOOLS FOR NON-VIOLENCE 
A study handbook with foreword by 
Bertrand Russell 
Anthony Weaver 6d. (3d.) 


TYRANNY COULD NOT QUELL 
THEM 
Non-violence in action 
Gene Sharp 1s. 6d. (3d.) 


THE CRISIS IN OUR CIVILISATION 
Re-organisation of Industry a key to 


peace 
Wilfred Wellock 1s. (3d.) 


SAN FRANCISCO TO MOSCOW 
Report of the American-European 


March 
3s. doz. post free 6d. (3d.) 


HUMAN NATURE AND THE 
DOMINION OF FEAR 
Christian CND pamphlet 
Prof. Herbert Butterfield 9d. (3d.) 


ONE IN FIVE MUST KNOW 
James Cameron’s brilliant exposure 
of “Civil Defence” propaganda, re- 
printed yet again 
1s. 9d. a doz.; 7s. 6d. 100, post free 
UNARMED — CONSEQUENCES OF 
TOTAL DISARMAMENT 


Standing Joint Pacifist Committee 
1s. (2d.) 


ACCIDENTAL WAR 
—some dangers in the 1960's 
(The Mershon Report) 
Introduction by Bertrand Russell 
N. America 25 cents ts. (3d.) 
11s. doz. post free 


postage extra shown in brackets 
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SPELLING IT OUT 


AM a writer, a clown, a fool, an 

entertainer first; a Jester without a 
Court; an author without an audience 
—and so, what am I supposed to do? 

I come from, and I feel I belong to, in 
my blood, a thing that goes by the name of 
the English working class; steeped in a 
tradition that to me is very wonderful and 
rich, with a beautiful sense of language 
and rhythm, but this is a spoken thing, an 
oral tradition—and books, the written 
words, these are a part of the Them, an 
alien culture, something that has been made 
middle class or arty—something that is not 
for Us. What am I supposed to do? 


First, I write because I want to, have to 
write. I write for myself. I do not want to 
give the public what the public has been 
told to think it wants. I do not want to 
be a jester to The Court. I do not want to 
be a writer for Dr. Johnson’s common 
readers, I want to talk to what I think of 
as the people I belong to. And yet I must 
use the Them, and their glossy magazines. 


If I don't, I can become a “ radical 
splinter;"’ shut away like the Royal Court 
Theatre, for the tourists to gaze on; like 
the Polar Bears at London Zoo, to be 
given complete freedom to clown within 
the cage. There like the small magazines 
and the revolutionary press, giving Them 
the chance to prove how free their country 
is. And this I couldn’t take, not this alone; 
for I hate Them too much to give Them 
that chance. This country is not only their 
country. It is my country. 


And so I must use the “ media.” I don't 
want to clown only in the wilderness. And 
so I write for Them. 


But because I despise and detest this 
audience, I cannot just play around with 
words, entertain and jest. I must, to justify 
myself thrust into my piece for Them, the 


wedge of revolution; do my little bit to 
break down this Fid. Def, and Ind. Imp. 
world that advertises itself as my homeland. 


I must do this. 


But also, because in this audience there 
may be open souls, I must try to explain (a 
little, for my first duty is to entertain and 
not to educate). I must try to get across 
certain ideas, impressions, facts that are to 
me self-evident because of the way I have 
grown up, and because of the way I feel I 
belong to a race that is not identical with 
that of the readers.I am an Englishman, 
not a Britisher. I must then, spell things 


Ray 
Gosling’s 


Column 


out for my audience. (Yes, I think they 
read, some of them, the features between 
the adverts.) That people live north of 
Saint Albans; that there is such a thing as 
popular song; that there is a tradition more 
English than that of the Gentleman—and 
do these little spellings out because... . 


Because I feel that this England, more 
than probably any country in the world 
has so many chances, such a wonderful 
and beautiful future, if only it gets just half 
a chance. All these kids now growing into 
a multi-coloured, multi-racial future; the 
boats bringing the world into the heart of 
England just as centuries before we went 
out and settled all over the world, so they 


now come to us; and this I think happens 
nowhere else in the world. 


And also, again, all these kids now 
growing up seeing the status symbols, the 
Mush pop-songs, and middle-class road 
up; they have and in such large numbers 
gone their way and remained true to the 
old—or to be realistic, they have not, yet, 
gone under. 

And so I spell these things out, and with 
some effect. And yet this is a spelling out 
to an audience that isn’t my own. I have 
to work through Them. I dare not work 
with Them. 


And the audience I would like to have. 
The audience I would completely trust: 
because I write, they do not trust me. 
Because of the way things are, I have to 
spell out. Try to make them see their own 
heritage and be proud of it; to re-awaken 
a sense of awareness in a people who have 
been deadened by a distrust of the printed 
word, 

This is for me, the dilemma, the problem 
—having to create an audience from the 
converts from the literary tradition who can 
see and feel the other; and from those in 
same class of people I come from who 
have learnt that art and words belong to 
them—that they have so much to be proud 
of—that words, the clown, the writer; that 
it is a part of our own heritage and our 
own tradition. It is not the preserve of the 
Fid. Def., the Ind. Imp., and the Gentleman. 

And so the spelling out—and in two 
directions; to my audience who have to 
learn how to listen; and to a foreign 
audience that are almost the only audience 
that are able to listen. It’s a gamble. But 
the chance is too good to be missed. 

Next month, I promise a diversion (your 
Editor still being kind). An end to this 
oblique talking—a diversion, on dogs and 
things—yes? 
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Norwegians demonstrate at ski-jump 


POLICE carried off eight anti-bomb 

demonstrators from the national 
ski jump finals at Skien, Norway, on 
Sunday February 4. 


The demonstrators stood along the route 
out to the ski jump with posters and gave 
out leaflets quoting from the Mershon 
Report. The King was due to pass over the 
road later in the day. 


The demonstration started at 10.30 a.m. 
and was scheduled to continue till 5 p.m. 
But the police arrived after an hour, and 
demonstrators were carried limp into a 
police van. 


Seven of the demonstrators were members 
of the Porsgrunn youth section of the new 
Socialist People’s Party which has a pro- 
gramme of unilateral disarmament. They 
were held in prison till 3 p.m. 


The eighth demonstrator, Canadian 
teacher-journalist Gerard Daechsel, who has 
been touring Scandinavia since completing 
the Moscow March in October, was carried 
onto the floor of a windowless cell where 
he was left for nine hours. He refused all 
co-operation except to discuss the meaning 
of his demonstration with the police who 
visited him from time to time. Nearly all 
expressed sympathy and agreement with his 
“ meaning” though not his “ method.” 


Before being driven to the home of his 
Jocal host by police he was severely lec- 
tured by the police chief who accused the 
demonstrators of having planned to stop 
the ski jump finals and bring disrespect to 
the King “on orders from Khrushchev.” 
The Canadian was threatened with deporta- 
tion. 


His passport, address books and stocks of 
pacifist literature were held by the police 
and he was ordered to report to the Pors- 
grunn police on Monday. 


On the following Tuesday Gerard Daech- 
sel, with twelve Norwegians, demonstrated 
with banners and sold literature at Pon- 
grunn. 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


Commenting on the threatened deporta- 
tion, Gerard Daechsel said: 


“ Atomic war can break out any minute 
now due to a technical or human mistake 
with our automatic radar screens and 
rockets. This urgent reality must be under- 
stood and acted on by the people of 
Norway now. 


“To bring the facts of this problem and 
our pacifist solution to the attention of the 
thousands of Norwegians gathered at the 
Skien ski jump on Sunday, eight of us 
demonstrated along the route to the jump. 
After an hour we were forcibly removed 
by police. 

“On Saturday I had visited the Assistant 
police chief in Skien but he wouldn’t accept 
my offer to co-operate with him in so 
arranging the demonstration to minimize 
the traffic problem. He asked me whether 
I was a Communist and in other ways 
showed his complete misunderstanding of 
the non-violent programme which I helped 
to carry to Moscow in the San Francisco 
to Moscow March. 


“The careful and sympathetic treatment 
by the men of the Skien police force em- 
phasises our modern nuclear tragedy, for 
they carry out orders which are so- much 
against their consciences. 


“My three months’ tour from Namsos 
down the west and south coast to Skien 
was only possible because of the hospitality, 
help and understanding of hundreds of 


Forum on 


“Prospect for 


disarmament ” 
Hotel Russell, Russell Square 


Tuesday, March 6, 7.30 p.m. 


Speakers from: 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 
British Peace Committee 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
Committee of 100, and 
Youth C.N.D. 
All Welcome 
British Peace Committee 


sympathizers who gave me food and lodg- 
ing, transportation and a few times gifts of 
money. None of these need reminding that 
I travel entirely on independent initiative 
supporting but not supported by pacifist 
organizations in Scandinavia, England and 
America. 


“TI will continue my speaking and com- 
paigning programme which, because of the 
great interest everywhere, has lasted much 
longer than I had at first planned. I will 
continue until forcibly deported from Nor- 
way and will trust that the many pacifists 
in Norway and all others truly concerned 
will continue to work for sanity and 
survival. To whatever country I am de- 
ported I will again take up this urgent 
work.” 


See ———— 


Women’s 
International League 


for Peace and Freedom 


*& stands for the settlement of dis- 
putes by other means than war 

* works to influence public opinion 
and Government policy in favour 
of disarmament 


* studies and takes action on world 
problems on a broad basis 


* participates in the Freedom from 
Hunger Campaign 


For further details, write te The 
Secretary, WILPF (British Section), 
29 Great James Street, London, W.C.1 


“1 renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another ” 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 

the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 

& Endsleigh Street Lendoa, W.C.1 


LETTERS 


‘ Strategically foolish ’ 


From Sir Herbert Read 


HE savage sentences imposed by a 

Court of Law on our six comrades in 
the struggle for a peaceful world can have 
no other effect than the intensification of 
our campaign, but I would like to suggest 
that before we take any further steps we 
should reconsider the basic principles upon 
which we act. In particular, we must have 
a clear realisation of the distinction, always 
made by Gandhi, between aggressive and 
defensive civil disobedience. 


There are occasions on which non-violent, 
wilful disobedience of laws of the State is 
justified as a symbol of revolt against the 
State. Civil disobedience of this kind be- 
comes a sacred duty, as Gandhi said, when 
the State has become lawless or, which ts 
the same thing, corrupt. But, Gandhi went 
on to say, it is possible to question the 
wisdom of applying civil disobedience in 
respect of a particular act or law At the 
same time that the right of civil disobedi- 
ence is insisted upon, its use must be 
guarded by all conceivable restrictions. 


It was my opinion that the decision to 
trespass on the Wethersfield NATO Base 
was an act of aggressive civil disobedience 
strategically foolish and in no way justified 
by the circumstances. Even if an occupa- 
tion of the runways had been possible (and 
it was inconceivable) it would have served 
no purpose and would have been regarded 
by the public (whom we are trying to bring 
on our side) as a quixotic act of defiance 
directed against the Air Force rather than 
against the State. All such acts (equally 
with the more frequent attempts to break a 
police cordon, which is also an act incon- 
sistent with the principles of non-violent 
civil disobedience) are aggressive in spirit 
and merely serve to alienate the very people 
we wish to bring to our side. 


What, then, remains to be done ? Gandhi 
gave as examples of defensive civil dis- 
obedience the formation of volunteer corps 
for peaceful purposes, publication of 
articles not contemplating or inciting to 
violence in spite of prohibiting orders and 
conducting of peaceful picketing undertaken 
with a view to wean people from things or 
institutions in spite of orders to the con- 
trary. He also said that we must give 
greater value to the adjective “civil” than 
to the noun “ disobedience.” ‘‘ Disobedi- 
ence without civility, discipline, discrimina- 
tion, non-violence is certain destruction. 
Disobedience combined with love is the 
living water of life.” Until the Committee 
of 100 can recognise these fundamental dis- 
tinctions it would be better for it to remain 
in abeyance. I myself have resolved to 
have no further part in its activities until its 
principles of action have been clarified.— 
HERBERT READ, Stonegrave House, 
Stonegrave, York. 


‘Human duty ’ 


if WAS rather disappointed that neither 

Pat Pottle nor Mr. Hutchinson tried to 
make use of a line of defence at the Secrets 
Trial which seems to me more promising 
than the one that was actually used but 
which was disallowed by the judge. 


The line of defence actually adopted was 
that the demonstration at Wethersfield was 
in the real interests of the State, even 
though the State itself could not see this. 
The Attorney-General submitted that the 
State’s judgment as to what its interests 
were could not be questioned but was a 
matter of fact: the judge agreed with him 
and therefore refused to permit Mr. Hutch- 
inson to proceed with the plea he had pre- 
pared. 

Would it not have been better to plead 


as the defence that there are certain actions 
which the State has no right to undertake 


COMMITTEE OF 100 
Meeting for London supporters to 
discuss the formation of a London 


Region Committee of 100. 


Conway Hall, Red Lion, Square, W.C.1 
7 p.m. Thursday, March 8 
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The Committee of 100 makes its mark at Bristol. 


or to threaten to undertake even if it judged 
them to be in its own interests because they 
are morally inadmissible ? This is an estab- 
lished principle of international law, and at 
Nuremberg leading Nazis were condemned 
because they had nor refused to obey the 
quite legal commands of the State. A paral- 
lel could have been drawn between the 
destruction of the Jews and the threatened 
destruction of the Russians with nuclear 
weapons—Commodore Magill’s admission 
that he would press the button would have 
been even more significant than it was if 
such a line of defence had been adopted. 
Our six friends could then have maintained 
that not only were they justified in staging 
a demonstration at Wethersfield but that it 
was their human duty to do so. 


I know that something of this possible 
line of defence was implicit in certain of 
Pat Pottle’s questions which were dis- 
allowed, but could the judge have dis- 
allowed this line of defence if it had been 
made explicit and formally submitted to 
him ? If he had refused this as well as the 
plea that the Committee actually adopted 
(there was no reason why the pleas could 
not both have been tried) there would have 
been a serious case for those accused re- 
fusing to co-operate with the court, though 
I realise that this step would have been a 
serious one. 


I am no lawyer myself, but I should like 
to know what a lawyer would think of this 
suggested line of defence. And I should 
like to suggest that since other members of 
the Committee are likely sooner or later to 
be up on some charge and those who have 
been sentenced may decide to appeal, the 
Committee calls a special meeting in con- 
junction with sympathetic lawyers to con- 
sider new lines of defence. 


Meanwhile I think, like you, that the best 
way we can show our respect for those in 
prison is to call for another demonstration 
of the same kind at Wethersfield, possibly 
at Whitsun. In my statement to the police 
associating myself with our six friends I 
admitted that I had advised the Committee 
to return to Wethersfield, and I am willing 
to be one of the signatories of an appeal to 


others to return as you suggested in your 
editorial. It is essential that the Committee 
should not have cold feet at this stage. We 
have found out at last where the Govern- 
ment is  vulnerable—-MALCOLM  PIT- 
TOCK, 232 Nantwich Rd., Crewe, Cheshire. 


* Publish verbatim ’ 


ALL who have followed the Old Bailey 

Trial must be gravely disturbed at the 
refusal of the Judge to allow those on trial, 
and even their counsel and witnesses, to ask 
questions essential to their defence. We can 
surely signify our willingness to be asso- 
ciated with the six even if we cannot join 
with Pat Arrowsmith, Wendy Butlin and 
Mrs. Peggy Denny in asking to be arrested. 
Strictly speaking, all who have given sup- 
port in any way, whether by money, name 
or local membership of a Committee of 100 
group, should also have been on trial. Un- 
fortunately only a minority of the general 
public will have read the full account of the 
trial in papers like The Times and The 
Guardian. The majority will have read 
selected snippets of news chosen by editors 
of the popular press and served tastily for 
their special consumption. They were pro- 
bably as ignorant at the end of the trial as 
they were at the beginning of what it is all 
about. Yet murder trials are reported and 
read avidly, and hardened criminals given 
every chance to defend themselves. I hope 
that a verbatim report of this historic trial 
will be published and local groups asked to 
sell it as widely as possible. And can we 
not immediately organise a nation-wide 
petition signed by all who wish to be asso- 
ciated with the six who have been deliber- 
ately chosen as scapegoats for the whole 
movement in a studied attempt to crush it ? 
For what it is worth here is my signature.— 
WINIFRED CUMMINGS, St, Ives, Silver 
Street, Braunton, Devon. 


*The extensive Peace News report of the 
trial and the profiles of the prisoners have 
been reprinted as a special supplement. See 
announcement on the back page. 


@ MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 12 


HOUSMANS 


The Peace News Bookshop 
5 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross, London. N.1 


top priority reading for 
all campaigners 


APRIL CARTER 


Direct 
Action 


An examination of non-violent 
methods of opposing war, tyranny 
and oppression 


36 pp. 1s. 6d. (postage 3d.) 


A PEACE NEWS PAMPHLET 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1 


For Good Books 
e 


Send your Book Tokens ... 
Order your birthday presents ... 
Text books, novels, children’s books... 


all kinds of books... 
HOUSMANS Bookshop 
5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N.1 


We specialise in mail orders—personal 
shoppers welcomed—lists on request. 


For peace books 


12—PEACE NEWS, March 2, 1962 


Leaving the Labour Party 


T was with great regrct that I have 
recently been obliged to resign my mem- 
bership of the Labour Party. 


You will appreciate that as I have served 
the Party in many capacities for a number 
of years it is not a step which I have taken 
without very careful consideration, but I 
can no longer find membership of the Party 
compatible with my views on defence policy 
as a national officer of CND, nor with my 
personal views on the sanctity of election 
pledges. 

In particular, the recent declarations of 
the Leader and Deputy Leader of the 
Labour Party on the resumption of testing 
of nuclear weapons by the United Kingdom 
have come as a very great shock. In 1959 
I thought it a privilege to stand as a Labour 
candidate in a strong Conservative consti- 
tuency, and, together with 600 other Labour 
candidates, fought the election on a mani- 
festo which contained the following pledge: 


“We led the demand for an end to all 
nuclear tests; the tests are now tempo- 
rarily suspended and we declare that, even 
if other countries break the truce, we 
would not start the tests again.” 


This pledge was further emphasised by 
the words of the Deputy Leader of the Par- 
liamentary Party at Blackpool in 1961 when 
he said: 


“We must condemn the resumption of 
nuclear tests, no matter who resumed 
them. The British public must know, and 
the world public must know, that in these 
respects British Democratic Socialists do 
not change their course according to 
whom they have to speak out against. . . 

““We regret that America did in fact, 
as Mr. Khrushchev forecast they would, 
feel compelled to follow. We call upon 


Lord Boyd Orr 

Vera Brittain 

Hugh Brock 

Mrs. Joyce Butler, M.P. 
Canon L, John Collins 
Professor C. A. Coulson, F.R.S. 
George Craddock, M.P. 
Ebenezer Cunningham 
Lord Darwen 

Principal Pennar Davies 
Robert Edwards, M.P. 
Alderman Gwynfor Evans 
Rev. H. H, Farmer, D.D. 
Victor Gollancz 

Alistair Graham 


Purpose: 


all who approve that policy. 


PEACEMAKERS principies, and 
countries having similar aims. 


them all to stop; to restart the ban and 

to restart the talks.” 

In view of the complete reversal of the 
Party’s stand on tests by the leadership in 
the last few days it is impossible for me to 
have any confidence in a Party which has 
so manifestly refused to honour its election 
pledges, and I am afraid this is an opinion 
which will be shared by many voters at the 
coming bye-elections. 

Many Labour supporters who are unila- 
terists may not agree with this action and 
would take the view that one should remain 
in the Party and continue the fight. How- 
ever, the weakness displayed Jast week by 
so many of the “ unilateralist’” MPs, 28 of 
whom had more important business to 
attend to than voting on this issue at a 
meeting of the Parliamentary Labour Party, 
does not give one much heart for this 
course. 

Tt does seem that the great mass of people 
to whom the nuclear issue is the main pro- 
blem of the age must begin to look outside 
the Labour Party for an opportunity to 
exercise their democratic rights——LAURIE 
KERSHAW, 108 Park Street, London, W.1. 


*Laurie Kershaw is National Treasurer of 


CND., 


Orpington bye-election 
NLY a miserable 26 Labour MPs were 
prepared to vote for the condemnation 
by the Parliamentary Labour Party of the 
resumption of British and American nuclear 
tests. They are not even to protest at the 
British test, although their official policy is 
against a separate British nuclear deterrent. 
Is this not a further indication that the 
nuclear disarmament movement must 
quickly get out of the blind alley of con- 
centrating on the Labour Party and put its 
policy direct to the electorate? 
In Orpington the local CND group and 


the London Region CND are going to con- 
duct an “intensive by-election campaign” al- 
though no party candidate supports nuclear 
disarmament. Are there not enough Peace 
News readers in the constituency prepared 
to nominate a candidate whose foreign 
policy is in line with CND policy ? If there 
are, surely a candidate could be found who 
is not an official in the higher circles of 
CND to avoid the danger of proscription. 


CND, whilst not officially supporting the 
candidate, could hardly call off its intensive 
campaign, and voters who were won for 
nuclear disarmament would have someone 
to vote for. How much more positive than 
having to tell voters not to vote for any- 
one !—R. B, BREWSTER, 41 Lansdowne 
Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent. 


Labour MPs 

NOT one of the 54 Labour MPs who 
on February 14 opposed the re- 

sumption of nuclear tests changed his 

or her mind on Thursday, February 15. 


The reason that only 26 of them voted 
on Thursday night at the Parliamentary 
Labour Party meeting was that the other 28 
could not attend. This was mainly because 
they had left Westminster to carry out pre- 
vious commitments in their constituencies or 
elsewhere or were waiting to speak in the 
Chamber. 


1 am writing this letter to correct a false 
impression which many Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament supporters and others 
may have gained from certain press reports. 
—FRANK ALLAUN (MP for Salford 
East), House of Commons, S.W.!. 


Social Democratic treachery 


PERTAINING to the article by Helga 
Stolle about the German Resistance 
Movement: 


There is one major point in this article 
which Helga Stolle hardly—or never—men- 
tioned: this is the rather ambiguous part 
the German Social Democrats took in the 
campaign against nuclear armament. At 
the beginning in 1958 when the campaign 


started it’ seemed always a child of the 


Social Democrats. All the more important 
party executives, provincial and municipal 
officials, trade union bosses, etc., had their 
names at the top of all appeals and lists, 
and the initial meeting in Frankfurt was 
opened among others by Erich Ollenhauer 
(SPD boss) and Willi Richter (trade union 
boss), Of course, it might have been a 
warning that when the thousands who 
attended this meeting in March, 1958, 
shouted ‘General strike, general strike,” 
both SPD and trade union leaders kept 
silence. But anyway they monopolised the 
entire movement so strongly that people 
without any party affiliations stayed away. 


This was 1958. During the next years 
SPD as well as the trade unions obviously 
found out that a campaign against nuclear 
arms is not exactly a slogan for general and 
provincial elections, and even though the 
official committee “ Kampf dem Atomtod ” 
remained formally under social democratic 
leadership, the financial subsidies of the 
trade unions became scarcer until they 
stopped completely. Already in 1960 most 
anti-nuclear demonstrations were denounced 
by social democratic officials as “ com- 
munist ’-—in 1961 SPD refused officially any 
support of the German Easter marches, and 
both the SPD and the German TUC threat- 
ened to exclude people who took part. In 
the final meeting of the Frankfurt Easter 
march, 1961, no official Social Democrat 
took part except Herbert Faller, the chair- 
man of the largest German Youth Organ- 
isation of the Left, “ Die Naturfreundeju- 
gend,” and he too is threatened with expul- 
ston. 


Helga Stolle is completely correct in em- 
phasising that there are hardly very bright 
prospects for the German campaign within 
the near future, but it is my belief that the 
reason is much less a general German 
apathy than the treacherous attitude of the 
SPD, who first infiltrated and monopolised 
the campaign and afterwards dropped it 
like a hot potato.—LORE FROBENIUS, 16 
Deben Court, Wickham Market, Wood- 
bridge, Suffolk. 
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To bring about a change in the outlook of peoples and the policies 
of nations, finding expression in the complete rejection of war and 
armaments and the devotion of resources instead to tasks of 


bes ie 
peaceful co-operation for the benefit of man. 


To this end, PEACEMAKERS will : 


& Campaign in Britain for a policy of total unilateral disarmament (multi- 
lateral if possible) and positive peacemaking, and invite into membership 


@ Draw up and publicise detailed recommendations for a national! peace 
policy, and advocate a defence system based on non-violent resistance. 


© Promote practical activities aimed at peacemaking here and now. 


@ Support CND, co-operate with existing organisations in sympathy with 
link up with movements in other 


Launched 


A Campaign in Britain for Total Disarmament and Positive Peacemaking 


The plan provides for both individual membership and 
joint action with other organisations at national and/or 
local level. This is designed to gather together all existing 
elements of support, under the 


PEACEMAKERS, into a forceful campaign with maximum 


public impact. There will 


called YOUNG PEACEMAKERS. 


Adult membership is open to anyone of 18 or over who 
approves the PEACEMAKERS policy. The normal annual 
subscription is 10s., or 15s. for husband and wife, or 1s. 


for old age pensioners. 


Membership of YOUNG PEACEMAKERS is open to 
young people of 14 and over who are in sympathy with 
the general principles of PEACEMAKERS : subscription 5s. 


Please complete the form, deleting words which do 


not apply. 


To the Secretary, PEACEMAKERS, 
27 Alma Square, London, N.W.8 


This Month 


“umbrella” name of 


be a separate youth section 


Please send me more information about PEACEMAKERS. 


Please enrol me as a member of 


T enclose wo. ccc cece subscription. 


PEACEMAKERS 
YOUNG PEACEMAKERS 
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The six members of the 
Committee of 100, sentenced 

at the Old Bailey last week, 

are to appeal against conviction. 
JUNE THORPE describes 
below last Sunday’s Trafalgar 
Square rally at which the 
Committee’s case against the 
Government was presented. 


WOMEN AGAINST 


ALL over Britain groups of women, 

sometimes a small gathering of 
neighbours, sometimes a large organisa- 
tion, are intensifying their protests 
against the resumption of nuclear 
weapon tests. 

On Monday Mrs. Daphne English pre- 
sented a petition to the Prime Minister 
signed by 42,000 women, sparked off by a 
letter which she had written to national 
newspapers, but which only the Guardian 
had published. 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE 


FP'HERE were about two thousand 
people who came to listen. It was 
not a large crowd, but the weather 
was against that, and what im- 
pressed me was the attentiveness of 
those who had come as they stood 
listening for an hour and a quarter 
while it snowed upon them. 


In the speeches themselves there was little 
that was new and it was the delivery that 
determined their effectiveness. Bertrand 
Russell opened clearly with a business- 
like speech and following him came the 
evidence that had been sent and dis- 
allowed at the trial, beautifully read by 
Tony Church. 

They were statements containing as usual so 
many of these bewildering numbers and 
figures to prove how easily we can all be 
blown up, how the riches of our inherit- 
ance can be reduced to dust, and how the 
children of the future may well scream 
with demented laughter when they are 
told the old story of how God made man 
in his own image. 

By virtue of his delivery Mr. Church man- 
aged to convey some of the horror which 
figures of this kind seek to reveal, but 
which is very often lost because the 
figures themselves are incomprehensible 
to our imagination and emotions. On the 
whole numbers belong to the atmosphere 
of a court rather than a public meeting, 
especially where people have cold feet 
and a need to feel warm and united. 
This is, of course, not to decry the im- 
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portance of the numbers, but perhaps of 
the suspicion to-day of public speakers 
who show their feelings or express their 
emotions strongly. We tend to equate it 
with the rabid hectoring of a demagogue. 


Sir Robert Watson-Watt, the inventor of 
radar, sought to make a more imaginative 
appeal in an attempt to make us con- 
scious of our national heritage through 
the use of a quotation from the dying 
John of Gaunt’s speech in “ Richard II.” 
Not however versed in speaking Shakes- 
peare, the lines came over flatly and you 
were made to feel no compulsion to com- 
pare Shakespeare’s England set in its 
silver sea with our own. What seemed 
much more important was Vanessa Red- 
grave’s account of the Judge asking one 
of the witnesses if he considered it would 
be better if the aerodrome was made into 
a children’s playground. The comparison 
embodied here and the Utopia it sug- 
gested appealed strongly to the crowd. 


But the speech which had the greatest effect 
was Jonathan Tinker’s. There was a 
quality of indignation in his words which 
aroused an immediate response, and 
although there were times when his tone 
became over-excited and his voice too 
loud, his recognition in turn of the six 
members of the Committee of 100 who 
are now in prison was well done and 
made his appeal that we should demon- 
strate until they and the country were 
free seem vital, and in the crowd there 
was a real sense of being involved in 
their predicament. 


Down at Cannon Row Police Station later 
I saw about two hundred people 
queuing up (as though for a cinema) to 
offer statements of their own guilt in the 
charges made against the six now in 
prison. 

I felt as people waited to go forward that, 
with the alteration of a word, an old idea 
had gained an additional meaning: 


No man is an Hand, intire of it selfe; 
every man is a piece of the continent, a 
part of the maine; any man's imprisonment 
concerns me, because I am involved in 
Mankinde. 


Ash Wednesday 
March 7 


Central H.Q. for leafleting : St. Martin’s in the Fields Vestry, 
St. Martin’s Place; 9.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. 


Procession and Masque assembles Portland Place, 12 noon. 
Oxford St.; Kingsway; Fleet St.; St, Paul’s. 


Torchlit March assembles 7.30 p.m. Soho Square. 


H-BOMB 


CND, 2 CARTHUSIAN STREET, E.C.1. 


On Wednesday of last week the Lobby of 
the House of Commons witnessed the un- 
usual sight of mothers with small children 
waiting in large numbers to see their MPs. 


“ The policemen looked quite astonished,” 
Mrs. Eva Latimer, one of the organisers for 
“Women Against the Bomb,” told Peace 
News. ‘“ Children seemed to be everywhere. 
It was rather like a playground.” 


“TIT very much admire these young 
mothers,” she added. ‘‘ Although they may 
have two or three very young children, they 
manage to do an awful lot. Once they get 
a group going there seems to be no stop- 
ping them; they act completely independ- 
ently and have very good ideas.” 

March 7, Ash Wednesday, will see all 
this intensified when women will unite in 
a joint action programme which includes: 


Delegations to officials, churchmen, 
editors and prominent local people; 
Vigils at war memorials; 
Poster parades in town centres; 
Publicity stalls in shopping centres; 
Attendance at church services; 
Writing to MPs and the press; 
Organising meetings and film shows. 
The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, whose members have 
played a big part in “Women Strike for 
Peace” in the USA, have called on their 
British members “to concentrate on the 
issue of nuclear tests” since “ by keeping 
this issue alive, we can all do something to 
keep the human race alive.” 


24-HOUR VIGIL 


A good example of spontaneous action in 
the country towns of Britain is provided by 
“Dunmow Women Against H-bombs” 
who are recruiting for an “ Aid before Arms 
Vigil” in their High Street on Easter Mon- 
day. 

Their campaign, now eight years old, has 
added to a long list of activities, the sending 
of letters to Mr. Macmillan and the Presi- 
dents of the USA and USSR protesting 
against resumed tests. 

Leaflets are being distributed in the town 
asking those who believe that too much 
money is being spent on arms and not 
enough on helping the starving countries 
and financing research into diseases such as 
leprosy and cancer to join the vigil. 

A 24-hour vigil from 3 p.m. to-morrow 
(Saturday) until 3 p.m. Sunday is being 
organised by Quakers in Macclesfield with 
the permission of the local authorities. 

They are inviting people in the town to 
stand in silent meditation for 24 hours 
around the Town Hall. 

“We hope by this silent witness to pre- 
sent to our world—which seems to have 
placed its faith in that which is big and 
violent—a way of life which conquers not 
by fear of destruction, but by the spiritual 
force of Christianity,” say the Quakers. 

Quakers in Spalding, Lincs., have sent a 
statement to the press making known “ their 
admiration and respect for the devotion and 


TESTS 


self-sacrifice” of the six imprisoned mem- 
bers of the Committee of 100 

Activities on Ash Wednesday in Bradford 
(Yorks.) include a deputation to the City 
Council and a vigil at the war memorial. 
A curtain raiser to the campaign was the 
sending last week of photos of children to 
the Minister of Health by parents who 
stressed that they wanted their children to 
remain healthy and free from harm through 
nuclear tests. 

Birmingham CND are arranging te have 
the Quaker Meeting House open between 
noon and 2 p.m. for Prayers for Peace on 
Ash Wednesday. Films and the CND stage 
group will be featured in an evening meet- 
ing at 7.30 p.m. 

Centrat London activities are announced 
below. The Prime Minister has agreed to 
receive a deputation on March 14, not on 
March 7. 

A series of “ No to tests” poster parades 
are to be staged in Newcastle over the next 
few weeks, where police will not allow more 
than 50 demonstrators to march through the 
city centre. 

In the urban districts groups are pre- 
paring to picket and leaflet cinema-goers 
when the film “ The Day the Earth Caught 
Fire” is screened. At the Newcastle show- 
ing 3,000 leaflets were given out. 


ORPINGTON BYE-ELECTION 


In Orpington, Kent, the London Region 
of CND has entered the bye-election fray 
with 50,000 copies of a new CND manifesto 
written by James Cameron; 30,000 leaflets 
advertising two CND meetings, and a 
special edition of Sanity. 

“Our aim,” said a London Region 
spokesman, “is to make the bomb and 
neutralism an issue in the election; to reveal 
the policies of the four non-unilateralist 
candidates to the electorate and _ to 
strengthen the local CND group.” 

To-morrow people from all over London 
will be arriving for a week-end of canvass- 
ing and other activities organised from the 
forecourt of the White Hart in the High 
Street, and on the following week-end. 

Details of transport and _ over-night 
accommodation from Ter. 0284. 


CARDIFF SIT-IN 

Last Friday 15 members of the Cardiff 
Committee of 100 entered the US Consulate 
and asked for an assurance that there would 
be no atmospheric tests. They declared 
their intention of sitting-in at the Consulate 
until this assurance was given. After an 
hour and a half the Consulate called in the 
police who carried the demonstrators out, 
but made no arrcs‘s. 

On Saturday 109 people took part in a 
vigil outside the Consulate to continue the 
demonstration against US nuclear tests, and 
handed in written protests, which were 
accepted. Letters of protest were being 
handed in all last week and the telephones 
were almost jammed by ‘phone calls from 
nuclear disarmers. 


Bristol sit-in—page 11. 


Sunday 


Canon L. John Collins 


Dr. Donald Soper 


March II, 3 p.m. 
TRAFALGAR SQUARE 


Stuart Hall 


Chairman : Laurie Kershaw 


Rally 
against 
all tests 


Bob Willis Pat Arrowsmith 


Sydney Silverman, MP 
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